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NAVY TO GET MORE MONEY 



AND MEN 

Polaris, pay and 
price increases 
swell Navy Votes 


T HE 1964 Statement on Defence shows that Parliament is to be 
asked for over £1,998,000,000 for the Defence Services for the 
financial year 1964-65, and of this huge sum nearly £500,000,000 
(£496,015,000 to be exact) is in respect of the Naval Service. This is an 
increase of £56,063,400 over the year 1963-64. All Naval Votes show 
an increase—nearly 9 million for pay, etc.; over 2 million for scientific 
services and nearly £36 J million for naval stores, armament, victual- 
linn a"<l other material supply services. An increase of nearly £5 
million is allocated for H.M. ships, aircraft and weapons, new con¬ 
struction and repairs. , 

The Defence Estimate* give as the main reason for the large increase—the 
Jcvclopu'.ti momentum ol the Polaris piogr.m-.me. added to the tact of 
increase in pay and prices. 

The Estimates allow for an increase carriers, two commando ships, two 
in Vote "A" strength of 3.000 and this cruisers, four guidcd-missilc and nine 
increase »ill provide for the increased other destroyers, four fleet pickets and 
entries required to ensure the supply 37 frigates of all classes. Submarines 


An unusual view of the flight deck, seen from the bomb bay of a Buccaneer of 801 Naval Air Squadron just 
before the aircraft touched down on I1.M.S. Victorious. The picture clearly indicates the fully angled flight deck. 
II.M.S. Victorious (35,000 tons, full load) is at present East of Suez 


lor I oiaris a ihj owicr eonimiiuicius. MOI3FRN ESCORT SHIPS 

NO NEW SHIPS The Defence Estimates slate that of 

No mention is made of any new 'he 71 escorts expected to be in scr- 
ships to be laid down during the flnan- vice during the year. 49 have been 
ciaf year. Tenders for a new carrier hu.lt since the war. The remaining 22 
which is to be built and which is at were built during the Second World 
present still at the design stage, will War. but 20 of these have been 
not be called for during the year. The modernised or converted since then 
new carrier will incorporate the results Of 'he 49 escorts mentioned above. 2b 
of advances in scientific and technical have been built during the past five 
invention she will be at the ihrcs- •' ind seven destroyers have been 

hold of man s knowledge in the field modernised or converted in the same 
of maritime and technological con- period. 

struction and the design stage is. of Much has been achieved in respect 
necessity, somewhat prolonged, but °f 'he I oiaris submarine programme, 
she will ready to join the Fleet in the 
early 70's. 

The strength of the Fleet numbers 
513 ships of all classes, including 
operational ships (145). ships for trials 
and training ships (49). fleet support 
and R.F.As. permanently allocated to 
fleet support (93) and 226 ships in re¬ 
serve. undergoing long refit, moderni¬ 
sation. conversion, etc. Of the 145 
ships which arc operational or pre¬ 
paring for service, there arc four 


Navy to have another Resolution 

^ly’T^TjT ^ T A T TN (A LT l_/T 13 O' I ' will carry six 21 -inch torpedo tubes 
IX r,r,l y l_//\V^/JU Jr* 11x0 1 invead of four in the United Stales - 

_ ships. Habitability arrangements, too. 

POLARIS SUBMARINE st^rfsl F S; 


T HE keel of the Resolution, the name to be given to Britain’s first Polaris 
ballistic-missile nuclear submarine, ordered in May, 1963. was laid down at 
the Barrow-in-Furness shipyard of Vickers-Arm strongs (Shipbuilders) Ltd. on 
February 26. 

The "keel" consisted of a prefabri¬ 
cated circular section of the submarine 
weighing well over 100 tons. It was 
placed on the slipway in the presence 
of Rear-Admiral H. S. Mackenzie. 

C.B.. D.S.O. and Bar. D.S.C.. who is 
in charge of the Royal Navy’s 
Polaris project. The actual ceremony 
was performed by Sir Alfred Sims, the 
Director-General. Ships. Admiralty. 

The main machinery contractors for 
this first ballistic-missile boat arc 
the Polaris training school on the Vickcrs-Armstrongs (Engineers) Ltd. 

Garcloch silc will be completed, and and Rolls-Royce and Associates Ltd. 
by the beginning of 1967 it is hoped The design is based on the nuclcar- 
that the complete Polaris base will be powered “attack” submarine Valiant 


BRITAIN’S 

OUTSTANDING 

CIGARETTE 


| ■ j MIXED-MANNING EXPERIMENT 

I 11 First-hand experience of the fcasi- 

bility of the mixed-manned force of 

T HE 12th boat of the Obcron Class nuclear ships with Polaris missiles is 
of submarines was launched and essential before the Government can 
named Opportune on February 14 at decide whether to participate in this 
the Greenock shipyard of Messrs, project, and to gam this knowledge 
Scotts’ Shipbuilding & Engineering the Royal Navy will take part in the 
Co. Ltd. experiment in mixed-manning which 

The naming ceremony was per- is to take place in an American war- 
formed by Mrs. Gregory, wife of ship. 

Vice-Admiral G. D. A. Gregory. C.B.. The Statement on Defence refers to 
D.S.O.. Admiral Superintendent. H.M. 'he intensive Fleet activities through- 
Dockyard. Dcvonport. out the world during the past year. 

Tlie Opportune has a length of pointing out that "over tsvo-fiflhs of 
295 ft. 3 in. and a beam of 25 ft. 3 in. the personnel afloat arc now serving 
She is fitted with the latest sonar and East of Suez." 

equipped to lire homing torpedoes. Reference is also made to the work 

Boats of this class arc capable of of 'he Commando ships and their hcli- 
high underwater speed and can main- copters and of the Royal Marine Corn- 
tain continuous submerged patrols in mandos. 

any part of the world. The super- The astronomical sum of nearly 

structure is mainly of glass fibre £2.000 million required in the De¬ 
laminate and a high standard of ac- fence Estimates is still within the 

eommodation is provided for the six 7 per cent, of the Gross National 


American Polaris vessels, 


Continued from column 2) 
Product laid down in previous 
years, but although the burden is a 
heavy one, the Statement on De¬ 
fence points out that "The keystone 
of Britain's defence policy is the 
prevention of war,” and the Services 
must be provided with the best 
means to fight any lesser wars and 
to have the means to fight any 
major wars that it is hoped and ex¬ 
pected the free world will be able 
to present 


Senior service 

The Perfection of Cig. 


|Jrc»c Luxury 
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Navy News 

Em ion 

Lieut. (S) II. R. Berridge. R.N.tReid.) 
Royal Naval Barrackv. Pommouih 
Tel.: Portsmouth ::!5I (Eat. 72194) 


EDITORIAL 

D ESPITE the considerable number 
uf hours ships spend each year on 
exercises, bolh by night and by day. 
exercises involving speed and man¬ 
oeuvre. Hie hand ling and liring of 
weapons capable of dealing dealh and 
destruction, major accidents arc. 
happily, fen and far hctnccn. 

The terrible calamity result ng in 
the sinking of H.M.A.S. Voyager and 
the loss of so many ofliccrs and men 
emphasises the dangers inherent in fleet 
activities, and the infrequency of 
tragedies shows the care and attention 
to duty with which the activities are 
carried out. 

The sympathy of every serving man 
and woman, of the Royal Navy, and 
their families, and the sympathy of 
those cx-Scrv:cc men who worked 
alongside their Australian counterparts 
in two world wars, goes out to the 
families of those who were lost from 
H.M.A.S. Voyager. 

There is a kind of freemasonry 
among seafarers and shipwrecks and 
loss of life arc keenly felt by all who 
ever served at sea. Admiral Ronald A. 
Ilopwood. in one of his poems (his best 
known one is. probably. "The Laws of 
the Navy"), "Many Waters," wrote 
these lines: 

"To him by fate a mariner was sent 
Who scanned the deep with mani¬ 
fest content. 

'Shipmates of mine serve yonder.' 
ventured he. 

‘God bless the ocean joining them 
and me.’" 

Although Britain is thousands of 
miles from Australia, there is salt in the 
veins of every Britisher -we arc all sea¬ 
farers—and the oceans join us together 
at this time of sorrow. 

Everyone in Great Britain was glad 
to hear that the Admiralty had offered 
a replacement for the Voyager to the 
Australian Navy. The oflcr is a tan¬ 
gible recognition of our common 
heritage—help within the family. 

"Navy News" hopes that the Ad¬ 
miralty will not lend a destroyer but 
yrrr it—outright. No strings at all. It 
is what those in England who have the 
Navy and the Commonwealth at heart 
— and that is the vast majority of the 
people of Great Britain—would most 
want to do. It is true that Britain her¬ 
self is short of warships, but that very 
fact makes the gift even more worth 
the giving. 


WEEKEND LEAVE 

TRIUMPH COACHES 

3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 
Phone 271SI 

Operate the following Official Esprelt Service 
for Service Pertonnel EVERY WEEKEND 

LEEDS .47 6 

BRADFORO .4S;6 

HUDDERSFIELD . 43/6 

SHEFFIELD . 39/6 

NOTTINGHAM . 33/6 

LEICESTER .37/6 

NORTHAMPTON . 33/- 

LIVERPOOL .44/6 

MANCHESTER.43/6 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. 34/- 

STAFFORD . 33/- 

WOLVERHAMPTON.39/- 

BIRMINGHAM.37/6 

COVENTRY . 3S/- 

WARWICK .23/- 

BANBURY . 19/6 

OXFORD . 16/- 

PLYMOUTH . 30/- 

EXETER.31/- 

BRISTOL. 17/6 

SALISBURY . «/J 

WORCESTER .36/6 

GLOUCESTER.25/- 

SWINDON . I*/- 

CIRENCESTER.31/- 

MARLBOROUGH . IS /- 

READING . II/- 

PORTLANO . 16/3 

•LONDON from PORTSMOUTH ... 13/6 

•LONOON from GOSPORT. 15/- 

•LONDON from H.M.S. 

COLLINGWOOD 14/- 
•B, SOUTHDOWN MOTOR SERVICES Ltd. 

A II thete tervice* will take the following route 
/or the conrenienee of Service Renonnel: RAt. 
Corrects Eattner: Royol Soilort' Home Club: 
Queen Street: R.N. Borrockt. l/nieorn Cote: 
Stanleg Rd. for H.MS. Ercellent: Hilieo Lido. 
Cot hem. Hornet: Hottiton Rd. forehom 

N.B.—To all ships visiting Ports¬ 
mouth: Special facilities to meet 
your particular travelling require¬ 
ments can be organised at short 
notice. 

Write phone or call 
TRIUMPH COACHES 

3 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth 
Phone 27351 


Australian Navy’s worst 

peace time tragedy 

H.M.A.S. VOYAGER 
SUNK—79 LOST 

T HE worst peace-time naval disaster in Australia's history occurred on Feb¬ 
ruary 10. when the “Daring" class destroyer H.M.A.S. Voyager was cut in 
two in a collision with the flagship of the Royal Australian Navy. H.M.A.S. 
Melbourne, with the loss of 79 officers and men. The Commanding Officer of 
H.M.A.S. Voyager, Capt. D. H. Stevens. R.A.N.. was among those killed in 
the ship. 

Both ships were c.n working-lip j (full load) and have a complement of 
exercises after refits. and Dr. James : “bout 320. 

Forbes. Acting Navy Minister, stated H.M.A.S. Melbourne (Capt. R. J. 
that Voyager was acting as rescue ship Robertson. R.A.N.). Australia s only 
for the Melbourne during aircraft | «Pf « 1 ‘ : ona , 1 ,.“ 1rc _ raf .U Cil ™ c _ r - w;ls lald 
landing practice at night. The Voyager 


was astern of Melbourne, and when 
the carrier reversed her course, the 
destroyer had to transfer her position 
from ahead to astern. In carrying out 
this mameuvre it appeared that 
Voyager cut across the bows of Mel¬ 
bourne. and was sliced in two. 

Melbourne's bows were badly dam¬ 
aged. with a large hole extending some 
20 feet into the hull. 

The Voyager was an all-puiT>osc 
destroyer, similar to the "Darings" 
built in Britain, but modified to suit 
Australian conditions. All welded, she 
was built at Cockatoo Island Dock¬ 
yard. Sydney, between 1949 and 1952. 
and. with her sister ships, Vampire 
and Vendetta, were the largest 
destroyers ever built in Australia. 
They are of 3,600 tons displacement 


down in Viekers-Armstrongs yard at 
Barrow-in-Furness in 1943. as H.M.S. 
Majestic. At the end of the war when 
she was still incomplete, work was 
brought to a standstill, but between 
1949 and 1955 she was brought to com¬ 
pletion and transferred to the Royal 
Australian Navy. 

Several Royal Navy officers and 
men were serving in H.M.A.S. 
Voyager, deaths of Lieut. E. A. 
Brooks. R.N., and Lieut. D. H. M. 
Price. R.N.. have been reported and 
E.M. W. J. Condon is reported miss¬ 
ing. Royal Navy men among the sur¬ 
vivors include Lieut. C. B. Tukc. R.N.. 
Lieut. J. K. Condcr. R.N., and Ord. 
Sea. W. Fenwick. 

It has been confirmed that the 
Admiralty has offered to let the Royal 
Australian Navy have a destroyer 
from Great Britain to replace Voyager. 


TEN THOUSAND MILES 
FOR JUNGLE TRAINING 

O VER mountains, deserts and flooded rivers Lieut. Michael Lone, 
R.M.F.V.R- of llklcy. has just completed a remarkable journey from his 
home to Singapore. His 10.000-milc journey, achieved by driving, walking, 
cycling and flying—really began last summer, when bis thoughts first turned 
to Ibe idea of seeking adventure in the Far East. 

Completion of a business contract | 
gave him his opportunity, and by great 
good luck he answered a newspaper 
advertisement, as a result of which he 
was able to join a party leaving for 
Nepal. 

The first part of the party's journey 
took them through France. Germany. 

Austria. Yugoslavia. Bulgaria. Turkey. 

Syria, the Lebanon and Oman. 

Setting oil from Oman in cars, they 
drove across 500 miles of desert road 
to Baghdad and then a further 300 
miles to the west of Tehran, for a 
1.500-niilc drive mainly across desert 
—to Lahore. The last few miles into 
Nepal were the most difficult, for they 
had to negotiate blocked roads, and on 
one occasion a ferry (of canoes and 
planks), over a flooded river broke 
under (heir weight. 

' Lieut. Lowe left the party at Nepal. 

10-weeks after leaving England. The 
next stage of his journey was a 100 - 
mile aeroplane trip. He then walked 
for 10 days with a companion, some¬ 
times climbing and descending hills of 
3.000 feet several times a day. From 
Calcutta he flew to Bangkok, then 
took a train to Penang. Malaya, 
finally buying a bicycle for the last 
few hundred miles to join 42 Com¬ 
mando in Singapore—for training! 

It may seem an awfully long way 
to travel just to train with the Royal 




INA 

Lieut. M. Lowe, R.M.F.V.R. 

Marines, hut as a result, Lieut. Lowe 
has had the unique experience (for a 
Reserve officer) of attending the Jungle 
Warfare School in Malaya with 
Gurkhas. 

When interviewed in Singapore at 
the Royal Naval Air Station. H.M.S. 
Siinbang. he was still not sure about 
how he was coming back to England. 
Lieut. Lowe has hfccn in the Royal 
Marine Forces Volunteer Reserve Tyne 
Unit for about two years, he joined 
after gaining a first-class honours 
degree in mechanical sciences at 
Cambridge. 


DRAFTING FORECAST—YOUR NEXT SHIR 


Notes (i) The term U.K. Base Port means the port at which a ship may 
normally be expected to give leave and refit. Portsmouth (C) indi¬ 
cates ships administered by Portsmouth but which will normally 
relit and/or give leave at Chatham. 

(ii) As ratings are normally detailed for overseas service about four 
months ahead of commissioning date, and for home service 
about two months ahead of commissioning date, this should be 
borne in mind when preferring requests to volunteer to serve in a 
particular ship. 

(iii) It is emphasised that the dates and particulars given below arc 
forecasts only and may have to be changed perhaps at short 
notice. 

(iv) Ships in which Locally Entered Cooks (S). Cooks (O) or 
Stewards arc to be borne in lieu of U.K. ratings arc to be indi¬ 
cated as follows: (A)—All Cooks (S). Cooks (O) and Stewards: 
(B)—Cooks (S). other than one P.O. Cook (S). all Cooks (O) and 
all Stewards (C)—Cooks (O) and Stewards only: (D)-Cooks 
(S) only: (E)—Leading Cook (S) and Stewards only; (F)—Cooks 
(S) and’ Stewards only. 

‘ HALS. Galatea (A./S. Frigate). April 
Wallscnd-on-Tync. General 


II.MA. Bastion (L.C.T.). March 5. at 
Bahrein, for Foreign Service 
(Middle East). Amphibious Warfare 
Squadron (F). 

HALS. Lincoln (A./D. Frigate). March 
6. al Singapore for Foreign Service 
(Far East). 24th Escort Squadron 
(A). 

HALS. Zest (A./S. Frigate). March 12. 
at Malta for Home Sea Service. 
Foreign Service. Far East, Septem¬ 
ber. 24th Escort Squadron. 

HALS. Rothesay (A./S. Frigate). 
March 17 al Portsmouth. General 
Service Commission. West Indies- 
Home,West Indies. 8th Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port, Ports¬ 
mouth. 

No. 800 Squadron. March 18. at R.N. 
Air Station. Lossiemouth. General 
Service Commission. Buccaneer. 

HALS. Caesar (Destroyer). March 18 
at Singapore. Foreign Service. Far 
East. Capt. (D). 26th Escort Squad¬ 
ron until arrival of Euryalus (A). 

HALS. Russell (A./S. Frigate). March 
19 at Rosyth for trials. Commis¬ 
sions May 28 for Home Sea Ser¬ 
vice. S./M. Target Ship. U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth. 

HALS. Aurora (A./S. Frigate). March 
24, at Clydebank, for Home Sea 
Service. 2nd Frigate Squadron. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth (C). 

H.M.S. Chichester (A./D. Frigate). 
March 31 at Chatham for trials. 
General Service Commission. June 
17 Homc/East of Sucz/Homc/East 
of Suez. 29th Escort Squadron. U.K. 
Base Port, Portsmouth (C). 

HALS. Mohawk (G.P. Frigate). March. 
Change classification of Service. 
General Service Commission. Home/ 
Middle East (17 months). 9th Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port, Ports¬ 
mouth (C). 

HALS. Hermes (Carrier). April 1. at 
Devonport. L.R.P. Complement. 

HALS. Zulu (G.P. Frigate), April 2. 
at Glasgow. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Home,’Middle East (IS 
months). 9th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Rosyth. 

HALS. Agincourt (A./D. Conversion). 
April 7, at Portsmouth. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission (Phased). Home/ 
Med. / Home / Med. 27th Escort 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port, Ports¬ 
mouth. (A). 


9. at 

Service Commission. Homc/Mcd./ 
Homc/Mcd.. 27lh Escort Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. (A.) 
HALS. Lion (Cruiser). April 16. at 
Devonport. Home Sea Service. U.K. 
Base Port. Devonport. (C.) 

HALS. Scarborough (A./S. Frigate). 
April 16 at Portsmouth. Home Sea 
Service. 17th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth (C). 
HALS. Whitby (A./S. Frigate). April 
21. at Portsmouth (Phased). Foreign 
Service from dale of sailing. Far 
East. 26th Escort Squadron. 

No. 829 London Flight. April. Change 
classification of service. General 
Service Commission. 

HALS. London (G.M. Destroyer). 
April. Change classification of ser¬ 
vice. General Service Commission. 
Home/East of Suez (18 months). 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

HALS. Lofoten (Helicopter Support 
Ship). April at Devonport. Home 
Sea Service. U.K. Base Port. Devon¬ 
port. 

HAI.S. Loch Killisport (A./S. Frigate). 
May I. at Singapore. Foreign Ser¬ 
vice" (Phased). Far East. 26th Frigate 
Squadron. (A.) 

HALS. Redoubt (L.C.T.) May I. at 
Bahrein. Foreign Service (Middle 
East). Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (F). 

No. 829 Squadron (Zulu Flight), May 
4. at R.N. Air Station. Culdrose. 
General Service Commission. Wasp. 
No. 848 Squadron, May 7 at R.N. Air 
Station. Culdrose. Home Sea Ser¬ 
vice followed by Foreign Service. 
Wessex. For H.M.S. Albion. 

IIAI.S. Albion (Commando Ship). 
May 14 at Portsmouth, for Home 
Sea" Service. Foreign Service from 
date of sailing (Far East). U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. (C.) 

HALS. Carysfort (Destroyer). May 
14, at Gibraltar. Commissions for 
General Service Commission. Home/ 
Med. / Home / Med. 27th Escort 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port, Devon¬ 
port. (A.) 

H.M.S. Kirkliston (C.M.S.). May. at 
Portsmouth, for Home Sea Service. 
1st M./H. Squadron. U.K. Base 
Port. Rosyth. 


No. 829 Squadron (Galatea Flight), 
May 26 at R.N. Air Station. Culd¬ 
rose. General Service Commission. 
Wasp. 

HALS. F.uryalus (A./S. Frigate). May 
27 at Greenock, for Home Sea Ser¬ 
vice. Foreign Service. January. 1965 
(tentative date). Captain (D). Far 
East. 26th Escort Squadron on 
arrival on Station. (C.) 

IIAI.S. Puma (A./A. Frigate). May 28. 
at Portsmouth for trials. General 
Service Commission. July 30. Home/ 
South Atlantic and South America/ 
Homc/S.A. & S.A. 7th Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port, Devon¬ 
port. 

HALS. Eagle (Carrier). May 28. at 
Devonport. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Homc/East of Suez. U.K. 
Base Port. Devonport. 

HALS. Dampier (Surveying Ship). 
June I. at Singapore. Foreign Ser¬ 
vice (Far East) (C). 

No. 829 Squadron (Euryalus Flight). 
June I at R.N. Air Station. Culd¬ 
rose. Home Sea Service, followed by 
Foreign Service. Wasp. 

HALS. Troubridge (A./S. Frigate). 
June 12. at Malta for trials. General 
Service Commission. September 7. 
Homc’Mcd./Homc'Mcd. 27th Es¬ 
cort Squadron. U.K. Base Pori. 
Portsmouth (C). 

IIAIA. Owen (Surveying Ship). June 
17. at Devonport for General Ser¬ 
vice Commission. Homc/East of 
Suez. U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 

HALS. Plymouth (A./S. Frigate). June 
17. at Devonport. General Service 
Commission (Phased). Home/East 
of Sucz/Homc/East of Suez. 29th 
Escort Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Devonport. 

HALS. Diana (Destroyer). June 17. at 
Devonport. General Service Com¬ 
mission (Phased). Home/East of 
Sucz/Homc/East of Suez. 29th Es¬ 
cort Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Devonport. 

HALS. Cambrian (Destroyer). June 
17. at Chatham. General .Service 
Commission (Phased). Homc/East of 
Sucz/Homc/East of Suez. 29th Es¬ 
cort Squadron. U.K. Base Port, 
Portsmouth. 


1I..MS. Anzio (L.S.T.) and No. 1 
Assault Squadron. June 19. at 
Bahrein. Foreign Service (Middle 
East). Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (B). 

HALS. Messina (L.S.T. and No. S 
Assault Squadron, June 19. at Gib¬ 
raltar for Foreign Service. Middle 
East. Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (B). 

H.M.S. Duchess (Destroyer). June 19, 
at Singapore. Recommission 
(Phased). Foreign Service (Far 
East). 24th Escort Squadron (A). 

H.M.S. Protector (Ice Patrol Ship). 
June at Portsmouth. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission. Homc/S.A. A S.A. 
(British Antarctic Territories). U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. 

ILM.S. Blackwood (A./S. Frigate). 
June, at Rosyth, L.R.P. Comple¬ 
ment. 

L.C.N. 63, June, at Bahrein. Foreign 
Service. Middle East. Amphibious 
Warfare Squadron. 

HALS. I.landafl (A./D. Frigate). June 
at Devonport. L.R.P. complement. 

IIAI.S. Undaunted (A./S. Frigate). 
L.R.P. complement. Date, service 
and U.K. Base Port under con¬ 
sideration. 

H.M.S. Iveston (C.M.S.). July, at 
Devonport. Home Sea Service. 1st 
M/H Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Rosyth. 

H.MS. Delight (Destroyer). July 9. 
at Rosyth for trials. (To reserve on 
completion of long refit.) 

HALS. Ursa (A./S. Frigate). July 21. 
at Devonport. General Service Com¬ 
mission (Phased). Homc/W. Indies/ 
Homc/W. Indies. 8th Frigate Squad¬ 
ron. U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 

No. 820 Squadron. July 29. at R.N. 
Air Station. Culdrose. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission. For H.M.S. Ark 
Royal. Wessex. 

HALS. Blackpool (A./S. Frigate). 
July, at Chatham for trials. General 
Service Commission. November. 
Homc/East of Sucz/Homc/Mcd. 
28th Escort Squadron. U.K. Base 
Port, Portsmouth (C). 

(Continued on page 5, column 2) 


At your service . . . 

JJRTISS 
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Captain smoked a 
cigar as ship burned 


SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NA VY 

H.M.S. Agincourt No. 100 


where we had another lucky 
-A. L. MARTIN. cx-Ch. Mcch., 


S IR. It was with great interest that I land. 

I read the article by Cdr. J. C. ' ' 

Swayne. R.N., in the February issue 
of "Navy News," describing the lire in 
H.M.S. Calliope. 

I commissioned her at Portsmouth 
and was then a Boy Telegraphist. His 
letter brought back vivid memories of 
the night of the fire. I still have the 
national Press cuttings describing it 
and also, among my treasures, a good 
picture of the ship and another of the 
ship's company taken on the fore¬ 
castle. 

As well as the fire bell sounding, we. 
on the lower mess deck, also had the 
added din of lots of mess kettles, etc., 
being thrown down the iron ladder 
from the mess deck above to make 
sure we did wake up. 

I also remember the captain quite 
calmly strolling around the ship in his 
pyjamas and greatcoat, smoking a 
cigar. The ceioks. loo. did a wonder¬ 
ful job making piles of corned-beef 
sandwiches and gallons of cocoa for 
the fire-lighters, of whom I was one. 
both with buckets and handpump on 
the upper deck. 

It was the wonderful effort of 
Chief Stoker King. I always under¬ 
stood. that saved the ship from 
blowing up. 

BAND WELCOME 
Does Cdr. Swayne remember that as 
we crept up Plymouth Sound on our 
return one ship, at least, had its band 
on the upper deck playing "See the 
conquering heroes come" as we 
passed? 

We had a very good football team 

in the ship and I'm sure that had we , _ _,_ _ ... r _ 

not had to return we should have had success at llotclympia this year, and depth-charge mortar. Complement is 
a happy commission, as we had good I congratulate all those wf ' ' 

officers and a very cheerful and happy so well, 
ship's company. The 

When. after repairs. H.M.S. occasio 
Calliope recommissioned. I did not Naval 
join her. as I had been drafted to in Ho 
another light cruiser. H.M.S. Castor.— Culinai 
Yours, etc.. A. J. ARNETT. M.B.E.. The tl 
C'hagford. Devon. I.ieut.-( 


A ‘Cri de Coeur’ 

S IR.—May I be permitted a “cri dc 
coeur" and bring to your readers' 
attention the similarity between the 
names of H.M.S. (Destroyer) Cambrian 
and the Royal Naval Reserve Estab¬ 
lishment, H.M.S. Cambria? 

The correct addresses should be 
cither H.M-S. Cambrian, c/o G.P.O.. 
London. OR H.M.S. Cambria. Royal 
Naval Reserve. South Wales Division. 
245 East Dock (West Side). Cardiff. 

Mail addressed to Cambria "c/o 
G.P.O.. London." is invariably directed 
to the destroyer Cambrian. Indeed, in 
such cases I have known an over-effici- 
ent unknown postal worker to add the 
"N" to the name and send the letter 
happily to its wrong destination. And 
the Commanding Officer of Cambria 
must find it annoying to find that a 
letter posted from. say. London, or 
even Cardiff, reaches its destination via 
Singapore or Hong Kong, or wherever 
the Cambrian happens to be on its pre¬ 
sent East of Suez General Service com¬ 
mission—D. M. GUEST. H.M.S. 
Cambrian, c/o G.P.O.. London. 

The Editor pleads—Sol guilty.] 


N OW known as a "Battle Class A.D. 

Conversion.” H.M.S. Agincourt bas 
been converted into a Beet radar picket 
(aircraft direction destroyer). Little re¬ 
mains of the original destroyer, built 
by Hawthorn. Leslie & Co., Hebburn. 
between December, 1943. and June. 
1947, save the hull, engines and boilers. 

Internally the ship was completely 
rebuilt to give a higher fighting effici¬ 
ency and standard of living. 

Of 2.430 tons displacement (full 
load), the ship is 379 ft. in length 
(overall) with a beam of 40 J ft. She has 
four 4.5-in. guns in two twin turrets 
forward and is fitted with Scacat laun¬ 
cher system on the after end of the 
superstructure. Torpedo tubes were rc- 
. moved during the conversion (she had. 
TR.—It was with considerable inter- originally. 10 21-in., and the A./S. 
est that I read of the Navy Cooks’ | weapon ' is a Squid triple-barrelled 


ho have done about 250 officers and men. 

. .... .... fini . Jhe most prominent feature is the yards, starling next year with Blake. 

1 b 1 radar, described as a double bed- - 

, Koya ] stead. This is twice as powerful as 
11 II - !?° c p . art those fitted in the “Weapon" class of ■ 

destroyer. I _ . 
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IMP SALOON £420 
IMP DE LUXE £440 
including heater and 
screen washers. 

NO PURCHASE TAX 

IF YOU BUY AT HOME AND EXPORT YOUR 
CAR WITHIN SIX MONTHS 

A Rootes car ordered from us can be 
delivered anywhere In the world. We make 
all the arrangements - export formalities, 
insurance, shipping, everything. Call at our 
showrooms or write to us today. 

SELF-DRIVE HIRE 

We can also have a Self-Drive Hillman 
awaiting you on arrival anywhere in the 
U.K. Phone Portsmouth 23261. 


SHIPS OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY 


P OSTCARD photographs of the 
following H.M. ships may be ob¬ 
tained from the Editor. "Navy News." 
R.N. Barracks. Portsmouth, price 6d. 
each, which includes postage. 

Theseus. Bulwark. Ocean, Eagle, 
Centaur. Glasgow. Kenya. Newcastle. 
Albion. Ark Royal. Loch Killisport. 
Diana. Taciturn. Daring. Chevron. 
Zest. Vanguard. Murray. Cumberland. 
Scorpion. Liverpool. Apollo. Lynx. 
Salisbury. Sheffield. Girdle Ness. 
Maidstone. Newfoundland. Warrior. 
Britannia. Bermuda. Victorious. 
Corunna. Alamcin. Vigo. Tyne. 
Jutland. Talent, Palliscr. Explorer. 
Porpoise. Rcdpole. Gambia. Tiger. 
Russell. Dainty. Protector. Undine. 
Defender. Darlington. Carron. Whitby. 
Eastbourne. Torquay. Mounts Bay. 


Shipmate Connor rclateo on .... ....... 

radio in the life story of. submarines. “ 

CIS's captain during this time was ux ore 
Capt. Turner, who later became £ylesb 

^Leaving submarines in 1919. Ship- presen 
mate Connor went to the cruiser Carys- The 
fort, and on June 10. 1922. left the one. n 
Navy and joined the Submarine Re- month 
serve. will b< 

Nothing could have made him feel bers. 
more proud than when lie was at the mate I 
launching of Britain's first atomic sub- mgton 
marine. "Dreadnought—a long way in¬ 
deed from the old "A" boats. 

As an ex-petty officer myself in the 
last war, the submarine service, and Cap 
myself in particular, must feel proud D.S.C 
of these old matclots who started this wich. 
now most formidable arm in the world, sident 
Looking back on those old tin cans, succo 
one can sec how they arrived at their Gijcs. 
motto “By Guess and By God."—J. point: 


Puma. Blake. Excalibur. Troubridgc, 
Rhyl. Campcrdown. Obcron. Cacha¬ 
lot. Blackpool. Berwick 


GROVE ROAD 
SOUTHSEA 
Portsmouth 23261 


Diamond. 
Acheron. Layburn. Scarborough. Sea 
~ ' ' Ashanti. Broad- 


Lion. Falmouth, 
sword. R.F.A. Tidcsurge. Striker. Ply¬ 
mouth. Barrosa, 


Virago, l.iandatl. 
Nubian. Hampshire. Gurkha. Caprice. 
Adamant. Eskimo. Duchess, and 
Brave Borderer. 
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HOME FROM THE SEA Seven birds and a fish 


[Visitors to the home ports, and in particular to Portsmouth, where 
the entry and departure of snips can so easily be witnessed, often express their 
envy, sometimes to women whose menfolk arc on an outgoing ship, of those 
departing to warmer climes. "Lucky people." one hears, "going off on a 
pleasure cruise at 'our' expense." There is. however, another side to the story— 
the loneliness, and emptiness of those left behind, sometimes for quite long 
periods. Space in "Navy News" is always at a premium, and it is not possible 
to spare it for other than news and reminiscences of those who spend so much 
lime at sea. but the following story, which so adequately expresses the feelings 
of men and their families upon the return of a ship from a foreign commission, 
rings so true that no apology is needed for its inclusion.) 

By G. HANNEY 

T HEY had not felt cold when the ship was patrolling the northern waters 
although long needles of ice were hanging from the mast and wires, and 
snow was transforming the big grey ship into a big white moving mass creak¬ 
ing. breaking its way into the Arctic ice. 

They had not felt the heat when they | turning home after a year of duty 
crossed the Equator, although the sun i whieh had taken them from the Arctic 
tanned their skin, burned their eyes | to the Pacific. 

and turned their white, immaculate i They could not help thinking that, 
uniforms into wet. sticky clothes. And 1 in just a few hours, they would sec. I 
the intense heat made the iron deck at first from a distance, the jetty, with 


groan and the paint crackle and blister. 

They had no fear when caught in a 
tempest: the big structure rolled from 
side to side, then rode to the top of a 
giant wave and started plunging again 


all its big cranes and the sea of colour 
of an excited whiting crowd. 

The captain had arrived on the 
bridge and had taken his scat, now- 
lie would take the ship into harbour. 


as if it would go straight to the depth j He had his No. I uniform on. and the 
of the ocean. When the wind screamed , gold on his sleeves shone brightly. His 
round, tearing flags and twisting the voice, usually harsh and severe, had 
wires, and unsecured things were | an unusual softer tone which brought 
hurled overboard, they were not afraid, i a smile and a wink between the ratings. 

j Keith had finished his watch and was 
II WAS ENGLAND I being relieved. He went to take leave.I 

Rut now they were entering the j saluting the captain, and went to the 


Channel, they were in home waters. 
Already they recognised the greyish 
colour of the sea. and the pale dawn 


wardroom for his breakfast. The 
stewards were running around, clean¬ 
ing. polishing, brushing. They did not 


was reflecting on the wake, trailing j need any pushing about this morning; 


behind like a big white twisting ribbon 
A few drops of rain came spotting the 
deck, large grey clouds were whirling 
above. It was raining. . . . Yes, it was 
England. 

Keith had been on watch since four 
o'clock. He rubbed his eyes to clear 
his vision, he had to get accustomed 
once more to the daylight; for two 
hours there had been only the dimmed 
red lights on the bridge, and lie had 
had to strain to watch in the darkness 
for any unexpected hazard. 

He turned round and at a glance 
took in his surroundings. There was 
David, his friend, bending over charts, 
with pencil and ruler. Erom time to 
time his eves would go to the compass 
and the radar face with its needle 
circling round and round leaving a 
trail of sparkling shots. David was the 
navigator and his task was strenuous. 
He was very tall, and his long legs at 
that time seemed to be more embar¬ 
rassing than useful. He had to bend 
them in the most awkward fold to lean 
over the loo-low tables. His face was 
white and drawn: he would not be able 
to relax till the ship was properly 
secured. The next few hours were the 
nightmare of navigators. 

Then the first lieutenant, his cap 
pushed far down over his eyes, seemed 
to be asleep, but he too was scrutinis¬ 
ing the horizon and at the same time 
watching the side door with an uneasy 
feeling. Any minute now the captain 
would come in. and this was his chair 
he was sitting in. . . . 

The ratings in their places were wait¬ 
ing for orders to be transmitted to the 
wheel house and the cnginc-rooni. 

But all of them on the bridge in the 
silence, troubled only by sudden orders 
and the vibration of the engines 
below, and the clicking of the radar, 
were trying to fight the inner excite¬ 
ment. the accelerated beating of their 
hearts. They were trying not to let 
their thoughts interfere with the con¬ 
centration needed, but it was hard, so 
hard. 

HOME AFTER A YEAR 

Now they were cold, they were hot. 
they were frightened. They were re- 


thc quicker the work was finished, the 
faster they would be ashore. 

Keith entered, and bv force of habit j 
went to the pigeon-hole bearing his I 
name. It was empty! . . . But. for the \ 
first time, its emptiness made him I 
smile. 

He had no sooner sat down at the 
(able than his breakfast was put in 
front of him. "What's happening to 
you, Matthews? Never had such quick 
service before," he said, smiling. 

Keith drank a cup of coffee. Even 
the coffee tasted better today. Perhaps 
he had got used to the tinned milk! 
Although the bacon was good and the 
egg properly cooked, not like the usual 
dry, reheated dish he had been used 
to, after one mouthful he got up. He 
just was not hungry, his throat was 
tight and his mouth so dry. 

"Thank you. steward," and he went 
to his cabin. He had to finish his pack¬ 
ing. but he had a shower and gave 
more attention to his shaving. He 
smiled in the process. 

SUCH A NICE BEARD 

He remembered the last home¬ 
coming when, without warning to his 
wife, he had grown a beard. What a 
homecoming he had had!... His wife 
would not kiss him. his son turned his 
head away from him, even his dog 
took a bite at his leg. . . . And within 
five minutes of entering the house, he 
had to shave and had a sore chin for 
a few days. 

It was a shame, it was such a nice 
beard! It had taken him three weeks 
of enforced duties, not being able to 
go ashore to stretch his legs, and a 
couple of months of careful trimming 
and brushing. Ah well, that was that! 

He was now putting on a clean shirt, 
specially kept for the occasion (one of 
the last with all its buttons on!) 

As he was putting his cuff-links in, he 
glanced at the framed photograph of 
his wife. What would she be wearing? 
What colour would she have chosen? 
Would she have been able to get there 
in time? Or would she be held up in 
the traffic?—perhaps she might have 
had a puncture on the way. and she 
would not be there as they berthed. 


Great News! 

IMMEDIATE HOUSE PURCHASE LOANS UP TO 95°/ 
DEFERRED SCHEMES 100% 


Please forward details of your Home Purchase Scheme 
without obligation 

Name & Rank.Age. 

Address. 


j A.N.A. (INSURANCE BROKERS) LTD. 

j 230, LONDON ROAD, WATERLOOVILLE, HANTS 

I Telephone: Wolerlooville 2370 

1 _ 


Then his eyes went to his son's pic¬ 
ture. Would he have grown? Would he 
recognise him? He had seen so little of 
him. Everyone used to say that he was 
the living image of him: would he still 
be? Because, although he always used 
to laugh at the remark, he was rather 
proud of it! . . . 

Stephen would probably be wearing 
his uniform. Then Keith's mind started 
wandering, he could not remember the 
shape or the design of the school 
badge on his cap. 

His excitement grew- stronger, his 
fingers were fiddling with the buttons 
on his shirt, and ves! it had happened, 
one came olf. Oh, well, she probably 
w ouldn't notice it. 

He put on his uniform jacket, 
brushed it carefully, and went back to 
the bridge. 

They had just passed the breakwater, 
and they were entering the fairway, 
marked" cither side by the floating 
buoys. The sky had cleared and was 
now a very pale blue and sonic very 
light white clouds were moving slowly, 
like small pulfs of smoke, the sun was 
trying to break through, already a few 
rays were shining on the sea, cutting 
it in places with long silver streaks. 

Now the bridge was an effervescence, 
the orders were flashing, cs-cryonc was 
moving faster. The harbour was busy 
at this time of the morning; they 
passed one of the ferries carrying 
accoss workers and shoppers. A few 
hands waved, but all the ratings who 
were lined up in neat rows, hands be¬ 
hind their backs, remained motion¬ 
less. only the extra width of their bell- 
bottomed trousers flapped in the light 
wind. 

Small fishing boats passed by. 
cautiously avoiding the turbulence of 
the water in their wake. They, too. 
waved excitedly. 

Signals were exchanged with the 
Tower. The coloured flags, displaying 
her number and the Union Jack, 
danced and twisted gaily in the breeze. 

Now they could see the jetty, the 
engines were slowing down, they 
seemed to purr. Tugs came to escort 
her in case she needed assistance, but 
proud, beautiful, majestic H.M.S. 
Panther went on her own. slowly, 
cautiously, in expert hands. 

HUSTLE AND BUSTLE 

They were only a few yards away 
from the wall of the jetty, and now", 
whilst she was mooring and securing, 
the hustle and bustle rose to their 
peak; hands were waving to and fro. 

Caps were being agitated in the air 
to attract attention. Searching faces 
were breaking into laughter, names 
were being shouted, excited children 



Four recent newcomers to the London Zoo are these Antarctic penguins 
(two Gentoo and two Ringed “Chin Strap") which were landed by a 
Whirlwind of I1.M.S. Protector, the Royal Navy’s ice patrol ship in the 
South Atlantic, for the Zoological Society. Five birds- were, in fact sent, and 
were named “Pro." "Tec,” “Tor,” “Whirl" and “Wind"; but alas, “Tor” 
did not survive. The penguins were flown front Montevideo by B.O.A.C. 
jet when Protector put into Uruguay. In the picture three London-based 
YY'rens met the penguins in their temporary quarters at the London Zoo's 
Eastern Aviary. The three Leading Wrens are Beryl Heath (of Folkestone), 
Dorothy Pembridge (of Newport, Mon.) and Rosemary Winter (of Bristol) 


leased her. They could not speak, for 
they had no words . . . they only had 
each other once more. "Aren't we 
lucky to have such a lovely day?" she 
said in a hoarse voice. "Yes. we arc." 
he replied. . . . Stephen, unable to 
understand, was soon tugging at his 
pocket for attention. "I'll have to go 
back on board to clear up a few things 
before we leave—will you come to the 
wardroom, darling?" 

He took her hand. Stephen was 
hanging on to the other one. As they 
walked towards the gangway their 
fingers were entwined, squeezing each 
other. He could not even feel the stone 
of her ring biting in his flesh. 

The wardroom was full of excited 
were oe.ug suoureu, cxc.icu cmiu.cn . peoNe. talking 'anghing calling to 
were jumping, calling for their daddy I f? ch 0,h "- Kcl,h wa ' W'"* L° 
but still not quite finding the face they hi* way for some ^ Slcphcn had 
had been looking for; perhaps they had *®°" rc '°'" c i h,m a "% e ° l 

found it. but not recognised it. Mothers «* f ® re he h;,d c ' r cn 

‘you want a Coco-Cola, Stephen; 

"Yes. please. Daddy.” 

When they came back Judy was talk 


were excitedly-pointing, but the trace 
of their fingers, lost in the sea of uni¬ 
forms. could not help them. 

Tears of joy streamed down some 
faces, but others contained their 
emotions in a faint smile, only the 
twitching of the jaw muscles giving 
away their excitement. 

The big iron claws of the giant 
cranes were now lifting the gangways, 
and eager hands from the deck were 
waiting to grab them and secure them 
. . . secure them to the ground, to 
their ground, to their soil. The first 
solid link with home. 

But they still had to wait. First the 
mailbags had to go on board. Then 
the port officials. The Customs officers, 
who had boarded the ship in the early 
hours of the morning, were coming 
ashore, swinging their Government 
brief-cases and trying to make their 
way towards the end of the crowded 
pier. 

Keith had seen his wife. He had 
recognised the beloved face, picking it 
out from a fair distance amongst the 
others. She was holding Stephen's 
hand. She was dressed in blue, she 
knew it was his favourite colour. It 
made her blonde hair shine and glow. 
Their eyes had met. and she was now- 
waving to him, but Stephen was still 
not quite sure, he was not certain 
where to look. 

The captain went ashore, followed 
by a few of his officers, all walking 
towards their wives. 

Keith had come behind them. IP.,' 
in his P!P. ! 


ing to David and the expression on her 
face showed her great happiness. Keith 
sat beside her. Stephen was perched on 
a table sipping his Coco-Cola. The 
best he had had for a long time. 

As he handed Judy the cup of coffee 
Keith said: “I hope you don't mind, 
darling. I told David we would give 
him a lift to the station. It's on our 
way. anyhow." 

"Yes. of course. Are you going to 
your Mother's. David? How is she?" 
"Not very well, actually. That's why I 
have first leave." "Oh. I am sorry, 1 
hope it isn't serious." "No, I hope not. 
Excuse me. will you. I just have ms- 
case to finish packing, I have been 
working, you know, not like that hus¬ 
band of yours." he said with a smile, 
waving as he went. 

WORDS UNIMPORTANT 

Now they were able to look at each 
other, but they only had words which 


Judy grinned at him, shaking the keys. 
“Oh, all right. Anyhow, the scat is too 
near for me, and I suppose having been 
there for such a long time, it is prob¬ 
ably going rusty. I bet you arc sorry 
I'm back now," he said laughingly, 
"because tomorrow you arc losing the 
car.” 

“We shall sec about that," she said, 
sitting in the driver’s scat. Keith had 
come round after closing her door and 
was getting into the car; he turned 
round and asked Stephen if he would 
like to come and sit with him. which 
he did with pleasure. 

THE MISSING BUTTON 

Judy turned the ignition key. Before 
starting, she turned and looked at 
Keith. "By the way, darling, you have 
a button missing on your shirt," and 
she smiled maliciously. 

Keith turned round to look at David. 
"Now I know I am home, she's started 
nagging . . ."—he glanced sideways, 
their eyes met for a split second. Yes 
he was at home, they would lie home 
with their love and their togetherness; 
they would try to forget their long 
separation . . . only till the next one. 
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smiling. He had soon stopped in his i..-. 
tracks. Stephen had seen him and was 
running fast towards him. He threw ll ' ers 
himself in his arms. "Daddy! . . . 
Daddy. . . ." 

Keith picked him up and hugged°™ r 
him tenderly, still walking. Then he wcrc 
put him down as he arrived near Judy. 

She was standing straight, trembling- end 
a little, her lips trying to smile, but awed, 
quivering. They looked deep into each wards 
other's eyes, he put his arms around iviga- 
her and held her tight. Then he re- took 


I may be some delay iu payments of 
the increases of marriage allowances 
and allotters should inform allottees 
accordingly. 

NAVY RUNNER 
DOES WELL 

HEN the Southern Counties 
cross-country championships were 
held over a nine-mile course from 
Parliament Hill, London, on February 
IS, there were SI teams taking part, 
and the Royal Naval Athletic Club 
South took 13th place—a useful 
achievement for the club, which was 
competing, as a team, for the first 
time in this race, for a number of 
years. 

There were 5f>5 competitors and 
P.O. D. McFadzcan. of H.M.S. Sea- 
hawk. was 17th man home, a really 
tirst-class effort in view of the strength 
and status of some of the competitors. 


Royal Naval 
Association 
(Portsmouth Branch) bolds an annual 
reunion dinner and this “stag" affair is 
attended by both old and young mem¬ 
bers of the writer branch and their 
male friends. 

An additional function is being run 
this year in the form of a dance at 
Kimbclls Ballroom. Southsca. on 
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Albion and Victorious at Mombasa 


A SURVIVOR, one of nine from 
II.M.S. Truculent, which was sunk 
in the Thames on January 12,1950, and 
who has served 28 years in the Royal 
Navy, left the Service on February 3 
He is C.P.O.Ck. (S) Raymond 
Charles Fry, D.S.M.. B.E.M. and Bar. 
He joined the Service in February 
1936, and after training in Royal 
Naval Barracks, Portsmouth, joined 
his first ship. H.M.S. Nelson, in Sep¬ 
tember of that year. 

His nest ship was H.M.S. Eagle, in 


jorc C.P.O.Ck. Fry spent three years 
it Lcc-on-SoIcnt 


His last sea-going 
job was in H.M.S. Belfast, in which 
le spent two commissions in the Far 
East. 

AWARDED D-S..M. 

When serving in H.M.S. Trident in 
1943 lie was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal, and the British Empire 
Medal whilst serving in H.M.S. Dol- 
>liin. A bar to the B.E.M. was awarded 
for service in Truculent. 

C.P.O.Ck. Fry. who was a bachelor 
until November last year, says he 
would join again tomorrow if he were 
i young man. for the Service otters a 
wonderful career, with comradeship 
yrobably not met with in civilian life. 

Asked how the youngsters of today 
.-ompared with those when lie entered 
he Service he said: "They are first 
class—a nucleus ol good for the 
future." 

He has retired to Rye. in Sussex, 
where he is "mine host" of the Ferry 
Boat Inn. 


‘MAYDAY’ CALL 
BY CADET UNIT 


A SEA Cadet Unit. Bexley No. 34. 

have pul out a "Mayday” call to 
parents following the damage done 
to their headquarters by lire, on Janu¬ 
ary 12. 

The parents of the cadets have 
Association and 


formed a Parents' _ 

until the sum of £400 or more can be 
raised the Woolwich .Sea Cadets have 
ottered their headquarters to the Bex¬ 
ley Heath Cadets. 

The treasurer revealed that ordinary- 
expenses of the unit 


II..M.S. Albion, the Royal Navy's second 


. . commando ship, leaving Mombasa during February, where she embarked 

4a Royal Marine Commando, 814 Wessex Naval Air Squadron, two R.A.F. Belvedere helicopters of 26 Squadron 
and units of the 16th/5th Lancers from ILM-S. Victorious, at a buoy in the foreground. 45 Commando sailed from 
Aden in H.M.S. Centaur in January and were later landed in Dar-es-Salaam at the request of President Nycrerc. On 
being relieved by 41 Commando they re-embarked in Victorious and were subsequently transferred to 

H-M-S. Albion on her arrival from the Far East. Albion has been engaged in the military operations in Malaysian 
Borneo for the past 15 months and most of her two helicopter squadrons arc still based ashore in Sarawak and 

Sabah. I1.M.S. Salisbury is in the background 


running 

amounted to between £250 and £300 
a year. 

In reporting the fire to "Navy News" 
Mrs. Margaret M. Bird, of 210 North- 
down Road. Welling Kent, says: "We 
are short of practical help in the form 
of instructors who could attend regu¬ 
larly." 

Ex-naval men in the neighbour¬ 
hood who would like to offer their 
services to the unit in its hour of need 
should get in touch with Mrs. Bird. 


DRAFTING FORECAST (conFd) 


HALS. Hampshire (G.M. Destroyer). 
January. 1965. at Portsmouth. Gen¬ 
eral Service Commission (Phased). 
Home/East of Sucz/Homc'East of 
Suez. U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth. 

II.M5. Rhyl (A.'S. Frigate). January, 
at Portsmouth. General Service 
Commission (Phased). Homc/Mcd.' 
Homc'Easl of Suez. Capl. (D) 23rd 
Escort Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth (A). 

H-M-S. Lowestoft (A./S. Frigate). 
January, at Chatham. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission (Phased). Home/ 
Mcd./Home/East of Suez. 23rd 
Escort Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth (C). (A). 

HAUL Diamond (Destroyer). January, 
at Chatham. General Service Com¬ 
mission (Phased). Homc/Mcd./ 
Home/East of Suez. Div. Ldr.. 23rd 
Escort Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth (C). (A). 

H.M.S. Salisbury (A./D. Frigate). 
January, at Devonport. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission (Phased). Home/ 
Mcd./Homc East of Suez. 23rd 
Escort Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Devonport. (A). 

H.M.S. Barrosa (A./D. Conversion). 
January, at Singapore, for Foreign 
Service (Phased). Far East. 24th 
Escort Squadron. (A). 

II.M.S. Striker (I..S.T.) and No. 3 
Assault Squadron. February 5. at 
Gibraltar. Foreign Service (Middle 
East). Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (B). 

ILM-S. Bastion (1-C.T.) February 5. j 
at Bahrein. Foreign Service (Middle ; 
East). Amphibious Warfare Squad- j 
ron (F). 

HA1-S. Loch Fada (A./S. Frigate). 1 
February, at Singapore. Foreign Ser¬ 
vice (Far East) (Phased). 26th 
Escort Squadron. (A). 

H.M5. Ulster (A./S. Frigate). Feb¬ 
ruary. at Devonport. For trials. I 
Home Sea Service, April 17. Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Devon¬ 
port. (Dates tentative.) 

HALS. Naiad (A./S. Frigate). Feb¬ 
ruary. at Glasgow. For Home Sea ' 
Service. 20th Frigate Squadron. I 
U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 


(Continued from page 2, column 5) 

II.M.S. Devonshire (G.M. Destroyer). 
August 20. at Portsmouth. General 
Service Commission (Phased). 
Homc'Easl of Suez/Home/East of 
Suez. U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

HALS. Nubian (G.P. Frigate). August 
20. General Service Commission 
l Phased). Home/Middle East. 9th 
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth. (B). 

II.M.S. Jaguar (A.A. Frigate). Sep¬ 
tember 8. at Chatham. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission (Phased). Home/ 
S.A., & S.A./Home/S.A. & S.A. 7th 
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth (C). 

ILM-S. Tartar (G.P. Frigate), Septem¬ 
ber 8. at Devonport. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission (Phased). Home.' 
W. Indics/Home/W. Indies. 8th 
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Devonport. 

H-M-S. Mcon (L.S.H.). September II. 
at Bahrein. Foreign Service. Middle 
East. Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (B). 

HALS. Appleton (C.M.S.). end Sep¬ 
tember. at Bahrein. Foreign Service. 
Middle East 9th M S Squadron (E). 

H.M.S. Chilcompton (C.M.S.). Octo¬ 
ber at Bahrein. Foreign Service. 
Middle East. 9th M S Squadron (E). 

H.M.S. Parapet (L.C.T.). October 16th. 
at Bahrein. Foreign Service Middle 
East. Amphibious Warfare Squad¬ 
ron (F). 

H.M.S. Palliscr (A.'S. Frigate). Octo¬ 
ber 27, at Rosyth for trials. Home 
Sea Service. January 5. Fishery Pro¬ 
tection Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Rosyth. 

ILM-S. Kcmrrton (C.M.S.). end Octo¬ 
ber. at Bahrein. Foreign Service. 
Middle East. 9lh M/S Squadron (E). 

ILM-S. Illibbcrston (C M S ). October, 
at Chatham. Local Foreign Service. 
6th M/S Squadron (E). 

ILM-S. Eskimo (G.P. Frigate). Octo¬ 
ber. at Portsmouth. General Service 
Commission (Phased). Home Middlc 
East. 9th Frigate Squadron. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. (B). 

ILM-S. Londonderry (A./S. Frigate). 
November, at Portsmouth. General 
Service Commission (Phased). 
Homc'Easl of Sucz/Home/Mcd. 
28th Escort Squadron. U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth. 

H.M.S. Cavendish (Destroyer). No¬ 
vember. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Homc/East of Suez'Home/ 
Med. (Phased). 28th Escort Squad¬ 
ron. U.K. Base Port. Rosyth. 

ILM-S. Sheraton (C.M.S.). November, 
at Portsmouth (tentative date). Local 
Foreign Service. 6th M S Squadron 
(E). 

H.M.S. Gurkha (G.P. Frigate). De¬ 
cember. at Rosyth. General .Service 
Commission (Phased). Home/ 
Middle East. 9th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Rosyth (B). 

H.M.S. Caprice (Destroyer). Decem¬ 
ber 3. at Rosyth for trials. General 
Service Commission. February 19. 
1965. Homc/East of Suez/Home/ 
Med. 28th Escort .Squadron. U.K. 
Base Port, Devonport. 

II.MS. Triumph (Repair Ship). De¬ 
cember 31. at Portsmouth. Commis¬ 
sions. Type of Service under con¬ 
sideration. Far East (C). 


riL imburg paid a short visit to -V r f or ^ c - Ihc Commander, Maritime 
Rosyth on February II. She arrived -’Mr. Northern Sub-Area. Eastern 
under the Forth Bridge at 10.30 a.m.. Atlantic Area, and Vice-Admiral A. R. 
berthing in H.M. Dockyard. Rosyth. Hczlel. K.B.E.. D.S.O., Atlantic Area, 
and sailed again at 3 p.m. The object The Limburg is an anti-submarine 
of the visit was to disembark Vice- destroyer with a full-load displacement 
Admiral A. N. Baron De Vos Van of 3.070 tons. Her dimensions arc 
Stccnwijk. Royal Netherlands Navy. 389 ft. overall. 38 ft. beam. 13 ft. 
who holds the N.A.T.O. post of the draught. Her armament includes four 
Commander, Benelux Sub-Area of the 4.7 guns. Her complement is 280. 


Advancements 


LONDON HTAILORED 


...but ordored from your 
Willerby.s Naval Manager, this 
superb lounge suit embodies all 
that is finest in London tailor¬ 
ing...and you can pay by 
allotment if you wish! 

Our Naval Managers visit your 
ship or shore station regularly 
-or if you're a native, they'd 
l>o glad to call and see you at 
your own homo. They'll take 
yourorderforsuit.coat.leisuro 
clothes, shoes, shirts and of 
course, uniforms, all tailored 
in the finest tradition, with a 
service to match the tailoring. 
Willorbys Naval Managers will 
be glad to tell you all about it 
when they're next aboard: or 
you can drop us a line or call 
in at any of our branches for 
a leaflet describing \Villerby3 
service to men in tho Service. 


)x s. a. 


)X 7(2411 L. S. Wilcc. JX 404766 C. T 
Ryan 

lu Sick IWrlh Ckkf Telly Officer 
MX T. C. G. O'llann. 

1« C’lilef Wren 

6*>IJ8 ll Hell. Category. Steward fO). 2212 

I I. Jc'ltcv. Category. Quarters Av\i«*ant 
101JJ5 M A Wjklcr. C.ucexxv. Writer i|M>>. 

II KM M. II fridge. Category. Regulating, 
latin*). 

lo Acting C hief Vlrcmfi Artificer (Ol 
I. I X /CM* T. I). Miiticr 
To Chief Mr Filler (At!) 

I F •Ml.irrfl S. I. Hiss. I./I.X 'n*..<4l !> W 
Mjlp.it I IX 818JJ7 I . I .Morton. I . I X 
H22IMO I V Parkin. 

To Chief Mraun (All) 

L/FX 886827 I). II. Thom** 

To keting Chief Electrical Artificer (\lr> 

L/FX S'5/.‘*8 A. S. Cole. 

To Chief electrician (Air) 

... L/FX 8*3660 


PAY BY 
ALLOTMENT 
IF YOU WISH 


L/l .X 870174 E 
K. R. Smimom. 

To Actinc Chief Radio Electrical Artificer (\lr> 
I I X 512**70 S. <». Ilradhurv. 
lo Aciins Chief Radio Electrical Mechanician 
(Air) 

L'FX 8*0677 P. M. Tribe!. 

To Chief Radio Electrician (Air* 

L/FX 8**2825 G. W. Trow. 


links between the regiment and 
previous Londons. 

General Darling, who has recently 
become G.O.C. Southern Command, 
toured the ship, staying to lunch. 
Among the trophies on board he saw 
again (he large silver model of the 
Tower of London which the Royal 
Fusiliers looked after for the Navy 
while there was no H.M.S. London in 
the Fleet. He also saw the pair of 
candlesticks which were presented by 
the Royal Fusiliers to H.M.S. London 
in 1948. These candlesticks arc made 
from a Spanish cannon taken at 
Gibraltar in 1782. 


H.M.S. DUCHESS 
FOR AUSTRALIA 


28-30 OXFORD ST..LONDON VV.l 

82 Royal Parade. Plymouth 
111 Commercial Road. Portsmouth 
5 London Rd.. North End. Portsmouth 
223 High Street. Chatham 
20 Above Bar, Southampton 
41 Gordon Street. Glasgow 
12 North Bridoo. Edinburgh 
52 Commercial Street. Dundee 
20 High Street. Belfast 


H .M.S. Duchess, now at Singapore. 

is to be lent to the Royal 
Australian Navy to replace H..M.A.S. 
Voyager, so tragically lost oo Feb¬ 
ruary 10. 

A "Daring" class destroyer. H.M.S. 
Duchess is similar to the Voyager, is 
of 3.600 tons displacement (full load), 
and carries a crew of just over 300 offi¬ 
cers and men. 
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Co-belligerency was a blow to the pride of 
the Allied Forces 


TARANTO ENTERED 

[Copi. Waiglil. in his Iasi tirade, mentioned the surrender of the Indian Fleet, 
ami llte surrender of Indian submarines la him at Augusta, of which he was 
the Naval Officer in Charge. The author of this series, who had retired in 1929. 
was called up for service at the beginning of the Second World War. had been 
Naval Officer in charge. Ardrossan. Port Sudan and Tripoli, before becoming 
Captain (Plans) on the stall of the Vice-Admiral. Malta, and in July. 19-13. he 
was appointed Naval Officer in Charge. Augusta. Sicily. 

W ITH Ihc major pari of Ihc Italian Fled in Grand Harbour. Malta, the 
Coniniander-in-Chief. Mediterranean (Admiral Sir A. B. Cunningham), 
made a xignal »hich read: "1 have this day informed (he Board of Admiralty 
that the Italian Fleet now lies at anchor tinder the guns of the fortress of Malta. 
So ends a chapter of the war. For just over three years the Royal and Merchant 
Navies, in close contact with the sister Services, have fought the Battle of the 
Mediterranean. So our object has been achieved and the Mediterranean is once 
more fully in our control." 


| Germans soon quashed any such idea. 
! In fact, at one time, it looked as if the 
j Germans might break through to the 
I coast and drive a wedge between the 
i British and American forces. 


The signal continued with thanks to 
every officer and man in the Royal and 
Merchant Navies, paying a tribute to 
the sister Services. 

This signal filled my heart with 
pride. I had served under the Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief. Mediterranean, and 
Commander-in-chief. Levant, in Port 
Sudan, in the Red Sea. through the 
Western Desert with the Eighth Army 
to Tripoli, thence to Malta and Sicily, 
serving my country in close contact 
with tile officers and men of the Royal 
Navy, the Merchant Navy and the 
sister Services, particularly those 
officers of the Royal Naval and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserves with whom 
I served throughout the world. 

RESTLESS ITALIANS 

Although the Italian Fleet lay under 
the guns of Malta, my flotilla of sur¬ 
rendered submarines at Augusta could 
not be covered with guns. During the 
first four days they were lying at 
anchor, there was not a British armed 
ship in the harbour. I he crews became 
restless, the commanding officers were 
pressing for their crews to be accom¬ 
modated on shore: the men were dis¬ 
satisfied with their rations and. during 
the day. were continually swimming 
about the harbour, seemingly out of 
control of the officers. 


To guard against any incident occur¬ 
ring during the hours of darkness. I 
set up a local defence organisation, 
under the Major of Royal Marines, 
covering the submarines' anchorage, 
and near-by beaches, with Bren guns, 
manned by Royal Marines. In the 
meantime a number of armed trawlers 
had become available. At the end of 
sis days Vice-Admiral. Malta, in¬ 
structed me to sail the surrendered 
submarines to Malta, suitable escorted. 
Fortunately. I now had four armed 
! trawlers available. 

flic commanding ofliccrs of the 
submarines and the trawlers were sum¬ 
moned to my office for briefing. 'Ihc 
submarine officers disliked the idea of 
a passage to Malta and demanded the 
return of the breach blocks of their 
guns and for the W/T installations to 
be made active. Their demands were 
refused and they were warned that if 
they did not comply with the instruc¬ 
tions of the Senior Officer. Escort, 
they ran the risk of being sunk. How¬ 
ever. they arrived safely at Malta 
without incident. Thus lor the time 
I being. I was relieved of this respon- 
' sihility. 

With the surrender of the Italians 
there was a feeling abroad that the 
! assault on Salerno would be another 
I "walk-in," but the reaction of the 


SOME TEMPORARY NAVAL 
BASES AND PORT PARTIES 
1939-1945 
by 

Capl. II. F. Waight. O.B.E. 

R.N. (retd.) 

While the situation was still serious 
H.M. Ships Warspitc and Valiant ap¬ 
peared on the scene, and their accurate 
shooting, coupled with intensive 
bombing by the Royal Air Force, re¬ 
deemed the situation. 

WARSPITC DAMAGED 
Then misfortune descended on the 
gallant Warspitc. During the afternoon 
of September 16 she was hit by a 
radio-controlled bomb, and put out 
of action, severely damaged, suffering 
many casualties. With difficulty she 
was taken in low and came through 
the Messina Straits broadside on. The 
one and only tug available at Augusta 
was sent out to assist with the tow. The 
advance along the cast coast of Sicily 
was approximately four knots. She 
safely reached Malta, after a long and 
tedious voyage. 

The work of rehabilitating Augusta 
continued apace. Civil administrative 
authorities had been appointed, known 
; as A.M.G.O.T. (Allied Military 
! Government Occupied . Territory ). The 
: town was still unoccupied owing to 
1 defective drainage. The main electric 


‘ ...... 

system had been repaired and Ihc 
source of supply from Catania was 
constant. The floating dock was now 
in use and a continuous stream of land¬ 
ing craft were "in" and "out." A good 
supply of oil fuel and diesel oil was 
arriving, and ships of all sizes could be 
berthed at the submarine base for 
oiling, where a swinging lighter had 
been equipped which could be swung 
alongside ships amidships. 

In the naval base a good supply of 
water was now- available, supplied by 
a four-in. pipeline, five miles in length. 
Good plumbing had improved the 
sanitation and wash-houses had been 
installed. In general life was much 
easier for the base staff. Unfortunately, 
the diet remained inadequate. Malaria 
was on the decrease, and clcanincss 
was increasing in leaps and bounds, 
and there was a spirit of contentment 
prevailing, although it was still im¬ 
possible to give leave. The bombing 
raids continued, and s.s. Ocean Virtue 
had been hit again, and sunk in shal¬ 
low water, but the salvage party- 
managed to refloat her. 

TARANTO OCCUPIED 

The s.s. Esso Providence had re¬ 
ceived temporary repairs and sailed 
in convoy. Motor Torpedo Boat No. 
285 had been lifted for removal of 
special fittings, and afterwards lowered 
into shallow water to enable torpedo 
tubes to be removed. Coal. 5.000 tons 
of it. arrived. This was a godsend, as 
several escort trawlers needed coal 
before they could be sailed. E.N.S.A. 1 
concert parties arrived, and gave shows 
for the combined Services, in an 
amphitheatre which had accommoda- 


Ships of the Italian Fleet at Malta 


lion for 3.000 men. In addition, the 
Services' Welfare Committee had 
taken over and opened a local cinema. 

At short notice about September 8. 
it was decided to occupy the large 
naval port of Taranto. For this pur¬ 
pose, sufficient troops were gathered 
together at Bizcrta. and transported 
in cruisers. Vice-Admiral. Malta, Sir 
Arthur Power, hoisted his flag on 
board H.M.S. Howe, and in company 
with H.M.S. King George V. des¬ 
troyers. and minesweepers, proceeded 
with all dispatch as a covering force. 
Taranto was entered without opposi¬ 
tion. and military forces discharged 
from the cruisers. Unfortunately. 
H.M.S. Ahdicl struck a mine whilst 
swinging at her berth, blowing up with 
a great loss of life. 

Admiral Sir John Cunningham had 
taken over as C.-in-C.. Mediterranean, 
and Vice-Admiral Sir Louis Hamilton 
had taken over the duties of Vice- 
Admiral. Malta, and Sir Arthur Power, 
now an admiral, was acting as Flag 
Officer. Taranto, until about the end of 
September. 1943. when Rear-Admiral 
McGrigor relieved him. and trans¬ 
ferred his flag from Messina to 
Taranto. Thus, the administrative 
control of Sicily, reverted to Vice- 
Admiral. Malta, Sir Louis Hamilton. 

A BIG COMMAND 

lie immediately visited Sicily, and 
stayed with me at Augusta, while a 
tour of inspection of the eastern 
Sicilian ports was organised. The 
(Continued on page 7, column I) 
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IF YOU INTEND TO SAVE NOW 


Send This Form To 


CRAWFORD, HOBBS, SAVILL & CO. LTD., 
2, ST. ANDREW’S CROSS, 
PLYMOUTH, DEVON 


(In association with Hobbs, Savill & Bradford Ltd., of London, Life Assurance Brokers to The Association of Retired Naval 

Officers) 


PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS 0F:- 

T) SAVING BY BUILDING SOCIETY INVESTMENT 

2) SAVING BY ENDOWNMENT POLICY INVESTMENT 

3) SAVING BY UNIT TRUST INVESTMENT 

4) YOUR BOOK ON INSURANCE & SAVINGS 

5) YOUR BOOK ON HOUSE PURCHASE 


PLEASE C0MPLETE:- 

A) DATE OF BIRTH. 

B) YEAR YOU EXPECT TO LEAVE THE R.N. 

C) I COULD SAVE £.EACH ”f E N K T . H * 

D) RANK. 

C\ I CCRVF <•* ,N SUBMARINES* 

C) I 3CHYE (II) AS AIRCREW* 
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CANADIAN SUBMARINE IS 
LAUNCHED AT CHATHAM 

T HE first of the three “Oberon” class submarines on order for the Royal 
Canadian Navy was launched on February 29 at H.M. Dockyard, Chatham, 
and named Ojibwa by Lady Miers, wife of Rear-Admiral Sir A. C. C. Mien, 
V.C, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O. and Bar. the war-time submarine commander who 
won his Victoria Cross in H.M. Submarine Torbay (a Chatham-built boat) in 
Corfu Harbour. 


Pay and Pensions are to be 


The launching was attended by the 
new Canadian High Commissioner in 
London, the Hon. Lionel Chcvrjer. 
Q.C.. and Mrs. Chcvricr and the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, the Ear! 
Jellicoc. D.S.O., M.C. 

The Ojibwa. an “attack" type of 
submarine is lilted to lire homing tor¬ 
pedoes and has the latest detection 
equipment. She is capable of high 
underwater speeds and will be able to 
maintain continuous submerged patrols 


for long periods in any climate. A 
new feature in her construction is the 
extensive use of glass fibre laminate 
in the superstructure. 

The name "Ojibwa” is that of a 
tribe of North American Indians now 
found widely dispersed in Canada 
and the U.S.A.. and one of the largest 
remnants of aboriginal population: 
Longfellow's "Hiawatha" is based on 
a study of Ojibwa mythology. 


NAVAL PORT PARTIES (contd.) 


western ports was administered by the 
Americans. I accompanied him on his 
tour, visiting Syracuse. Catania. Mes¬ 
sina and Reggio across the Messina 
Straits. Before returning to Malta he 
did me the hononr of informing me 
that the C.-in-C.. Admiral Sir John 
Cunningham, had approved my 
appointment as Senior Naval Officer, 
Eastern Sicily, short name to be 
S.N.O.E.S.Y. The N.O.LC. of the 
various ports would be under my com¬ 
mand. In addition. I was to hold a 
watching brief for the ports of Gcla, 
l.icata. and Empcdotlc. on the south 
coast. This was a very big command 
for me. and I much appreciated the 
confidence my senior officers had in 
my ability. It was about this time, that 
I learned that my name had appeared 
in the London Gazelle by the King s 
command, having been mentioned in 
despatches for distinguished service to 
Tripoli. , 

The surrender of Italy had brought 
many complications. It was desired to 
bring the Italian line of thought in 
parallel with that of the Allies, and the 
Italian Government was encouraged 
to declare war on Germany. It was 
agreed, that if this declaration was 
made, then Italy would be given the 
status of co-bclligcrcncy. This was 
purely a political move, and was to 
produce many difficulties for senior 
officers of the Allied forces. The sur¬ 
render terms were not signed by 
Marshal Badoglio on behalf of Italy 
until the end of September. War on 
Germany was declared about mid- 
October. 1943. and Italy became a co- 
belligerent. but not an ally. This deci¬ 
sion caused many embarrassing inci¬ 
dents. and was a big blow to the pride 
and prestige of the armed forces still 
serving in Sicily and Italy, producing 
a feeling of humiliation that was not 
deserved. 

P.O.Ws. BECOME 
‘LABOUR CORPS’ 

Almost overnight. Italian prisoners 
of war became labour corps, no longer 


controlled by the Allied Military 
Authorities, although accommodated 
and fed by them. They were set free to 
operate under Italian officers. The 
Italian Fleet was released from cap¬ 
tivity. the Itajian Ensign hoisted once 
more, and ships brought to a slate of 
readiness for action, and for co-opera¬ 
tion with the British Fleet. The ofiiccrs 
were due to assume rank and com¬ 
mand according to seniority, with 
Allied officers. Destroyers and torpedo 
boats were to act as escort vessels for 
Allied convoys. 

The officers and ratings of the Roval 
Navy had been fighting the 
Italians in the Mediterranean for three 
years, suffering severe hardships and 
many hundreds had lost their lives. It 
was a cruel blow to all those who were 
to continue to serve in the Mediter¬ 
ranean: they had to swallow their 
pride, for what appeared to be, a 
doubtful political purpose. 

EXTRA WORK FOR AUGUSTA 

Whilst the war operations had been 
centred on Sicily and the toe of Italy. 
Malta had been the “Main Convoy 
Assembly Port." Now that the centre 
of gravity of the Italian campaign was 
moving up the west coast of Italy, it 
was decided that Augusta must 
become the chief convoy assembly 
port and the Naval Control Service 
Organisation was transferred from 
Malta. This meant basing a large num¬ 
ber of destroyers and escort vessels at 
Augusta. Arrangements had to be 
made to berth as many as, or even 
more than. 100 deep-draught ships. 
The harbour was not large enough for 
this purpose, so a large area outside 
of the harbour was swept, and pro¬ 
tected from seaward by anti-torpedo 
nets laid by. I think. H.M.S. Guardian. 
Extra seaward patrols were arranged 
and the A.A. defences had to increase 
their vigilance to guard against the 
“tip-and-run" raids. 

(To be continued) 


increased 

PETTY OFFICERS IN 
£1,000 A YEAR CLASS 

A S from April I officers and men of the Services are to receive an average 
increase of 7 5 per cent, on their pay and allowances. The White Paper 
announcing the increases puts the cost of the increases, together nilh increases 
in marriage allowances, and taking into account increased charges for service 
accommodation, at over £29,000,000 for all three Services. 

furnished; Lieutenant. £142 unfur¬ 
nished and £192 furnished. 

There arc varying types of quarters 



. .... 

flic author, C'apt. II. F. Waight, N.O.LC.. Augusta, and Senior Naval 
Officer, East Sicily, alongside a stone commemorating Mussolini's name for 
the Mediterranean—Mare Nostrum 


Service men everywhere will, no 
doubt, have studied the recently issued 
Admiralty Fleet Order with great care, 
but a few examples will not come 
amiss. 

Petty Officers are now well inside 
the £l.000-a-ycar class, as the follow¬ 
ing case wall show. Take a married 
Seaman Petty Officer, living in fur¬ 
nished married quarters (Type C. i.c.. 
three bedrooms), who has the highest 
qualifications and who is on an en¬ 
gagement to complete time for pen¬ 
sion. i.c., he has completed over 14 
years over the age of 18. His 
standard rate of pay is 41s. per day. 
To this must be added Length of .Ser¬ 
vice Pay of 6s. 6d. per day. A total of 
£866 17s. 6d. Marriage Allowance for 
such a rating (including Out of Quar¬ 
ters Allowance which, from April I. is 
consolidated with Marriage Allow¬ 
ance) is £4 I Is. per week. i.c.. £236 12s. 
per annum, making a total income of 
£1.103 9s. 6d. 

The charge for his furnished mar¬ 
ried quarter amounts to £2 7s. 6d. per 
week, i.c., £123 10s. 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER 
£2,000 A YEAR 

Another example.—A married Spe¬ 
cial Duties Lieutenant, after six years 
in the rank, not living in married 
quarters, receives £3 8s. 6d. per day 
pay and £1 6s. per day Marriage 
Allowance, making a total of £1.724 
12s. 6d. per annum. A married Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander. after six years in 
the rank, living in married quarters, 
receives £2,007 10s. per annum. 

Specimen rates of pay for officers, 
on promotion, arc: Sub-Lieutenant. 
37s. 6d. per day: Lieutenant. 45s.; 
Lieutenant - Commander. 75s. 6d.; 

Commander. 107s.; and Captain. 141s. 

Rates of pay for ratings differ ac 
cording to their specialist qualilica 
tions, and they differ again depending 
upon whether they arc on a “seven 
year-rate" of pay, or on the Standard 
Rate. An Able Seaman on the Stand 
ard Rate, with (B) qualifications re¬ 
ceives 25s. per day, whereas he re¬ 
ceives 20s. 6d. if on the “scvcn-ycar- 
ratc." A Petty Officer's Standard Rate, 
with (A) qualifications is 41s. per day. 
and 36s. 6d. on the "seven-year-rate." 

A Chief Petty Officer with (A) Spe¬ 
cialist qualifications receives 46s. per 
day. A Chief Artificer receives 46s. a 
day basic pay. plus 6s. 6d. a day 
Trade Pay and 3s. Charge Pay. 

LENGTH-OF-SERVICE PAY 

In addition to the above daily rates 
of pay for ratings. "Lcngth-of-Scryicc 
Pay" is payable. This varies according 
to the engagement upon which the 
rating is serving and also upon the 
rating held. A Leading rate gets 2s. 
a day after nine years' service and 
another 2s. a day when he has com¬ 
pleted 14 years' service. A Chief Petty 
Officer receives 3s. 6d. a day after nine 
years' service, another 4s. a day after 
14 years and another 2s. 6d. a day 
after 18 years' service. 

Increases in Marriage Allowance 
have been approved. Captains, for ex¬ 
ample. with six years' service, receive 
35s. 6(1. a day. Commanders 32s.. Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commanders 28s. 6d.. and 
Lieutenants 26s. These amounts are 
reduced by 3s. a day if living in mar¬ 
ried quarters. 

MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE FOR j 
RATINGS 

For ratings. Marriage Allowance 
and Out-of-Quarters Allowance arc to ' 
| be consolidated. There are to be two ; 
rates: Scale "A," those entitled to 
married quarters but not provided 
with them; and Scale "B." those pro- j 
vided with married quarters or inclig- ] 
iblc for Out-of-Quarters Allowance, i 
These, again, vary according to the [ 
rating held. Scale "A" for a Chief 
Petty Officer is 134s. 9d. per week; 
Scale "B" is 113s. 9d. per week. The 
scales for a Petty Officer are 112s. and 
91s. and for Leading rates and below 
98s. and 77s. 

The charges for married quarters 
have been increased and examples 
are: Commander. £191 unfurnished 
and £261 furnished; Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander. £165 unfurnished and £225 


nished. A Petty Officer in the same 
type quarter would pay 33s. 6d. un¬ 
furnished and 41s. 6d. furnished. 
A leading rating would pay 32s. un¬ 
furnished and 40s. furnished. 

INCREASED PENSIONS 
The rales for retired pay and pen¬ 
sions have also been increased. Ex¬ 
amples of the new rates arc: a Lieu¬ 
tenant retiring after 20 years' reckon- 
able service will receive £610 per an¬ 
num. A Lieutenant-Commander with 
20 years' reckonablc service g A £700. 
A Commander will receive £855 and a 
Captain £1.110. A Special Duties Lieu¬ 
tenant with 20 years' reckonablc ser¬ 
vice would receive £610. and a Special 
Duties Lieutenant-Commander with 


for ratings and 'the' charges per week 1 30 years' reckonablc service. £665. 


vary with the rating held and also the 
type of quarter. Chief Petty Officers in 
Type (A) quarter pay 35s. per week 
unfurnished and 43s. per week fur- 


Pension rales for ratings arc: Able 
Seaman, 2s. 6d. per week for each of 
his first 22 years of reckonablc service, 

(Continued on page 14, column 4) 


FOR TOP VALUE 
GREENBURGH BROS. Ltd. 

TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS 

Est. 1905 

All Wool Diagonal Serge— . 

C.P.O. and P.O. Uniform Suits £0 I 7 O 

Super quality DOESKIN SUITS — 

Ready to wear £ I JL IZ U 

SEAMEN’S JUMPER ANDTROUSERS n , 
TOP QUALITY SERGE from £Y I 7 O 

CIVILIAN LOUNGE SUITS 

To measure—from 


£14 140 


A large selection of stylish patterns to choose from 

We carry an extensive stock of fashionable 
clothing and footwear 

Cash or On Credit (at no extra cost) through our 
MONTHLY ALLOTMENT SERVICE 
Entry forms free on application 

123/126 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

(Tel. Ports. 26331) 

Also at Devonport, Chatham. Portland, Gosport, 
Scotland and Malta 



By appointment to 
H.M. Queen Elizabeth II 
Florists 

A. B. Ste*cn: Ltd. 

POST ROSES 

GOFFS OAK, WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS., 
ENGLAND 

Telephone: Cuffley 2778 

Your Anniversary Gift for less than £I 

The molt personal and acceptable tift of all it a box of choice freth-cut CARNATIONS 
or ROSES direct from our o*m nurteriet. Send your order and remittance to ut for 
delivery to any addrett m Great Britain (excluding Eire) 

Place your ORDER NOW 
for ANY DATE in the future 

NORMAL PRICES . Min. 17/6 on. dote* 

31/6 two dozen 

SPECIAL OFFER For delivery July 1st to August 31st 

Special Offer. Mm 17/6 IS Bloom: 

31/6 30 Bloom: 

SEASONAL PRICES 

For delivery December 1st to January 1st. Min. 17/6 8 Bloom: 

25/- one dozen 
6S/- two dozen 

Plus 2/- each order for Packing and Carr : are 

During latter period rote season is cominc to an end anj. whilst all orders for roses will 
be executed if possible, carnations may have to be substituted 
PLEASE NOTE: From January 1st to March 3lst rotes are not «n rroducuon. but CARNA¬ 
TIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES. Complete the coupon provided and send it with 
your remittance and your personal message lor the recipient 

TO POST ROSES. NAVT NEWS 

WALTHAM CROSS. HERTS. ENGLAND March 196-4 

Please send CARNATIONS/ROSES to: 

Name. 

Address. 

•.o arrive on... 

Chcque/PO enclosed for .;.. 

(All Banks Transfer Chiracs to Drawer's Account) 

State colour of flowers required. 

(Giving second cho.ce) 

My name and address is 

Please write clearly in block letters ard remember to enclose the personal message which 
is to to with your box ol flowers. 















Cavendish preparing for 
her ‘foreign leg’ 


T HE home Ice of H.M.S. Cavendish's commission is drawing to a close 
shortly: the ship starts the final leg of the commission when she returns 
to the Ear East. This should prove to be a line conclusion to a busy two and 
a half years. 

Since last November the ship has eluded the usual entertainments, the 
paid operational visits to the Clyde, ship's company was made very wcl- 
Portland. Cork and Londonderry, and come. 

early in January took pari in two During the stay a children s party 
major fleet exercises. was given for 20 orphans, which was 

Before the first exercise some 70 enjoyed both by the children and by 
Sea Cadets of Jersey Sea Cadet Corps the ship's company. The Pirates were 
were given passage back to St. Helier. as popular as ever, and the additional 


II.M-S. Corunna, first of the "Battle" class destroyers to be converted to Elect Radar Picket. In the first commission 
since conversion, the ship served in the Home and Mediterranean E'leels 


SPANISH NAVAL OFFICER AT 
CORUNNA’S COMMISSIONING 

fT'i * f* l /■"'tl • } * il . rancan. He is a keen crickc 

no Of C.hietS With «l“«h player. having beer 

1 ^— III vl O VY1U1 squash champion four , im 

r-i ^ *1 • represented the Navy on sever 

73 yeaiS SCrVICC '“Three of the senior ratings oi 


a SICK CHILDREN REMEMBERED 

At Christmas time P.O.M.IE.) Dunn 
of travelled to Edinburgh with four 
in- large sacks full of toys, which were 
ly. presented to the children in McKay 
re- Smith and Beatrice Wards of the 

_ Royal Hospital for Sick Children. 

_ These wards were adopted by the 
I ship's company last year. 

In a letter to the ship, the matron 
* said: “The children and stall were 
B terribly thrilled with the gifts — and 
excellent choice of presents. The stall 
cannot express thanks enough to the 
ship's company for giving so 
generously. Now no one can say any¬ 
thing against the Navy." 


Laid down in 1944 at Messrs. Swan, ccssfully evacuated from the Spanish 
(Hunter & Wigham Richardson's yard port of La Coruna. The ship is 
at Wallscnd-on-Tyne. the 75th privileged to wear the crest of Sir 
destroyer to be completed there. John Moore's family and amongst the 
II.M.S. Corunna was launched in the trophies is a musket captured during 
spring of 1945 by Mrs. Morse, wife the battle. 

of Rear-Admiral J. A. V. Morse. C.B.. In 1959 it was decided that four 
D.S.O.. too late to see service with ''Later Battle" destroyers, of which 
the Fleet in the Second World War. H.M.S. Corunna was the first, should 
However, she was duly completed in be modernised and converted for the 
the summer of 1947 and played an duty of providing long-range air warn- 
.active part with her sisters in the Royal ing to the major units and in particular 
Navy until, in 1959, she was paid oil the N.A.T.O. Strike Fleet. This ncccs- 
into Reserve. sitated the fitting of additional radio 

Although the application of science and radar equipment, the most striking 
and technology to the war at sea has result being the rotating bedstead 
brought vast changes in her silhouette, aerial, plus the addition of the Scacat 
under her new face the ship is the one guidcd*wcapon system. The three other 
that first took to the cold waters of the destroyers selected for this conversion 
Tyne in 1945. were H.M. Ships Aisne, Agtncourt and 

Barrosa. 

SIR JOHN MOORE'S CREST cdr. Shattock joined the Navy in 
The ship was named after the 1940. During the war he took part in 
famous battle at La Coruna which the operation off Normandy on 


EASTBOURNE 

COMMISSIONS 


PRINTING 


DIESTAMPING 


With over 60 years’ experience 
in the production of quality 
printing and diestamping for 
the Royal Navy, we can 
guarantee satisfaction and 
keen attention to your 
enquiries or instructions 


SOUTIISEA’S MOST 

— POPULAR BALLROOMS — 

itAIJAV SOUTH PARADE 

VI • • • SOUTHSEA 


KIM HELLS . °“ e r a d - 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships’ Company Dances 

whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier 
OVER 50 SHIPS’ DANCES CATERED FOR LAST YEAR 

Wire — Write—or phone, Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first “Port of Call” for Dancing: 

The Savoy Ballroom Radio Band Every Friday 


GALE & POLDEN LTD 

Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 

Telephone 22052 
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Its a good life 


H.M.S. Cook circles globe—and takes seven 
years to do it k 

MASSIVE REPAIR 

JOB AT SUVA ►AK N A M-v* - | 


H.M& Cook under Ihc cantilever 
at Ocean Island 


,lm as possible to limit the weight on the 
5 rc ' slip and to increase the stern trim 

I 'jf' to as great an extent as possible to 
P c reduce the load at the sewing point 

II Pc (ihc point of touch-down on the 

cradle). 

By this time the contents of the cold 
room were "ripe." Fortunately the 
wcrc R.N.Z. Air Force came to the ship's 
omc ‘ assistance and housed and fed the crew 
11 at its camp at I.authala Bay. The 


<liuilh,y counts at 


WAR DANCE 

The Gilbcrtcsc dancing is quite un¬ 
influenced by the outside "civilised" j 
world, and is vital and fresh in spirit, j 
of the Gilbcrtcsc war | 


In leisure wear as with Uniforms the high quality of 
Bernards production is beyond dispute. 

For Bernards choose only clothes certain to give satisfaction 
while the standard of tailoring and the meticulous attention 
to every detail in cutting dtcTS 

and fitting ensures that the In A 

finished garments express wpJ*'/ 

Perfection in Craftsmanship. 

There is a comprehensive IT/:' 

range of Men’s Wear at all Mf V 8 /£m:\ 

Bernards Branches whereby /Al Iwf'lA 
most customers may imme- F A T 
diatcly obtain a perfect fit, J ,K J' 
but where orders for / fj I \ 

Tailored to Measure clothes (j, ■ —V - 

arc concerned Bernards pro- A 4 .# —* 

vide a fine choice of patterns . 

and a prompt delivery of T TTa 

orders. I < 

The cost of orders may be ’ n I 

met by cash or charged to a \ * 

Credit Account forsctllcmcnt by Admiralty Allotment, Bankers 
Order or through a Post Office Savings Bank Account and 
full details will gladly be given on request. 

Remember—You Reallv Do Buy Boiler al Bernards 


Kuoia. one t. — —. 
dances, was perhaps the best of all. and 
the village of Tcwai danced it best. 
For this dance the men dressed in 
dancing mats bound in to their waists 
with plaited bells of human hair. In 
front of the group of a dozen or so 
men danced three young girls beauti¬ 
fully decked out in grass skirts and 
fillets of coconut leaves. The most 
striking part of the dance was the 
terrific tempo and the contrast between 
the men's vigorous, war-like stamping 
and chanting, and the delicate, startled 
attitude of the girl's dance in front. 

Then there was the quieter and more 
graceful batcrc and the all-in. no-onc- 
cxcuscd. stick dance, which everyone 
from Cook knew perfectly before they 
left. 

Cook recovered her camp parties 
and. after a call at Ocean Island for 
fuel, steamed back to Suva, her home, 
for a maintenance period of three 
weeks. This coincided with the South 
Pacific Games and Cook was able to 
provide about 20 officers and men to 
act as wardens for the hostels and 
camps where the athletes stayed, and 
to act as time-keepers and training 
managers. The committee presented 
the ship with a ceremonial yanggona 
bowl in gratitude. 

Close on the games followed 
Hibiscus Week, and the ship's float, 
was the centre of a wave of laughter 
and applause as it progressed along the 
route of the final procession. 


Away Camp Parly.” Parties were away from the ship for lengthy periods 
surveying the shallower passages inside the reefs 


CHASE and 
WRAYSBURY 


COOK IS DAMAGED 
Then, as the ship resumed her sur¬ 
veying work in Bligh Water, fate 
dealt a cruel blow. On tile evening of 
October I. while entering an unsur- 
veyed anchorage on the edge of Bligh 
Water. Cook struck an isolated coral 
head. It took the whole night to get 
the ship off. but counter-flooding, 
shifting weights aft and laying out 
anchors, eventually brought success 
and an hour before dawn she came off 
ind slid into deep water. Under her 
own steam she made the 90-milc 


EMSWORTH 


8 Queen Street, Portsmouth Telephone 23535 

| Other branches at: Chatham, Dcronporl, Portland, Deal, Grimsby, 
Ixrndonderry, Helensburgh, Dunfermline, Gibraltar, Valctta and Slicma, 
Malta; and al Lossiemouth, Arbroath, Brandy, Culdrose, Worthy Down, 
Corsham, Lympstone, Yeorilton and H.M.S. Dolphin, Officers' Shops at 
Plymouth, Portsmouth and Southampton. 

Head Office, Anglia House, Harwich, Essex. Telephone 2281. 


C!2f Portsmoaih zed So&tksea 

Superbly constructed Houses. Bungalows and Flats 
Up to 95% mortgage available •*»)> 

Prices bom U IT)II Freehold 


JOHN C. NICHOLLS LTD 

Fitzherbert Rd • Farlington - Portsmouth ■ Tel: Cosham 70232 















The four guided-nussile destroyers at present with the Fleet exercising together for the first lime in January this 
year. They are H.M& I.ondon, HALS. Kent, H.M.S. Devonshire and, in the background, H..M.S. Hampshire. Two 
more of this class, the Fife and Glamorgan, are ezpeclcd to join the Fleet next year or early in 1966. The last two 
will be fitted with the new action data automation system which gives command and control facilities in advance of 
any present system, and the first four will be fitted with this system in due course 


NEW HEADQUARTERS 
AT GIBRALTAR 

O N January 3. the Commander-in-Chief. Allied Forces. Mediterranean. 

Admiral Sir Deric Holland-Martin. formally opened the new Communica¬ 
tion Centre and rehabilitated Maritime Headquarters at Gibraltar. Sited 
under several hundred feet of rock, the headquarters form a unified complex 
from which the Flag Officer. Gibraltar, and the Air Officer Commanding 
Gibraltar can exercise control in either their national or N.A.T.O. capacity. 

The design and over-all plan of ] munication centre, 
the COMCEN (joint National/ The COMCEN will be manned on a 
N.A.T.O. project) were carried out by joint Royal Navy/Royal Air Force 
the Director. General Navy Works basis. In addition the R.A.F. have a 
( Admiralty), and were completed in small National COMCEN outside the 
I960. Excavation and civil engineering main N.A.T.O. room, 
and building work were commenced The M.H.Q. which was used in the 
on site by the Superintendent. Navy las: war for such undertakings as 
Works. Gibraltar, in October. I960. Operation "Torch" (the Allied land- 
This entailed blasting out of the Rock ings in North Africa in 1942) has 
two large chambers with inter- been completely renovated and 
connecting tunnels and erecting, with- modernised to meet current require- 
in the chambers, air-conditioned ments. An old brass plague saying 
single-storey buildings to form the j that "General Eisenhower slept here" 
numerous offices and equipment has been replaced on the outside of 
rooms which comprise this com- 1 the particular room to which it refers. 


Opening of the new Communication Centre and rehabilitated Maritime 
Headquarters at Gibraltar. I.eft to right: D. J. M. Williamson. Esq„ Superin¬ 
tendent. Navy Works, Gibraltar; Vice-Admiral A. B. Cole, Chief of Allied 
Staff, Mediterranean; Rear-Admiral E. N. Sinclair, I-lag Officer. Gibraltar, 
and Commander, Gibraltar, Mediterranean: Admiral Sir Deric Holland- 
Martin, C.-in-C., Mediterranean, and C.-in-C., Allied Forces, Mediterranean; 
Capt. B. II. Champion, S.E.E. and Base Electrical Officer, Gibraltar; Lieut. 

II. Gormely, Officer-in-Chargc, Communication Centre 


AMP 

PLAN 

WORTH LOOKING INTO 


Profit & 
Protection for 
Naval Officers 


Illustration of Endowment Assurance with bonuses for a 
male life age 35 next birthday 


£5 PER MONTH 

invested for a term of 25 years provides: — 
GUARANTEED SUM ASSURED.£1510 

royab'e ill death or on lurrira! oj te>m 


BONUS ADDITIONS 

accumulated to maturity, say.£1124 

diiutrim; current bonut rate It maintained 

TOTAL SUM PAYABLE 

AT AGE 60, say.£2634 

Income tax abatement reduces 

TOTAL NET OUTLAY to.£1267 

aiiuming preient icale relief continues and income tax liability ii 7<9 in the £. 

PROFIT £1367 


Another example of Mutual Life Assurance issued by one of the 
oldest and largest of the Mutual Life Offices with Assets of 
£500.000.009. Your persona! enquiry is invited. 

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 

iicad orrtet tor v.k. 

73/76 King William Street. London. E.C.4. 

Telephones: MANsion House 2421 (10 lines) 

Regional Offices at Birmingham. Manchester. Leeds, Glasgow. 
Southampton. Croydon. Kingston-on-Thames and London (West End) 


The Struggle for Supremacy in the 

Mediterranean 

T HOSE who have read "The Baltic of the Atlantic" and 'The Thunder of the of a rough and tumbled peninsula that 
Guns" know that they can expect from Donald Macintyre a well-written, had never been accurately mapped. It 
authoritative account of what he his set out to do and his latest book is no cannot be said that Sir Ian was not 
exception. given a free hand. In fact at the outset 

In "The Battle for the Mcditcr- in the abortive effort, writes with tell- he was given nothing else." 
rancan," by Donald Macintyre (B. T. ing clarity how the original conception Very few of the leaders emerge from 
Batsford Ltd.; 25s.). the author cn- of the campaign came to nought. this book with glory. Churchill was 
gages the interest of the reader from That the original Churchill plan was one, and another was Commodore 
the very first page until the last. good is borne out by no less a person (later Admiral Sir Roger) Keyes, who 

In his introduction he writes: "The than Admiral von Tirpitz, who, on was "hopping mad" about the "ghastly 
contest revolved largely round the August 7. 1915, the morning after the inertia." “What was wrong with the 
ability of the British to build up and Suvla landings, wrote: "Heavy fighting others?" Mr. Hargrave puts it: “... no 
preserve the little island of Malta as has been going on since yesterday at one in command. And all the kiretch 
an offensive base in the midst of waters the Dardcncllcs. . . . Die situation is gullies echo—Chaos in command." 
otherw ise dominated by enemy air and obviously very critical. Should the 

sea power. This involved, on the one Dardanelles fall, the World War has TASK BEYOND THEM 
hand, the supply and replenishment been decided against us." And yet these leaders were brave, 

of the fortress; on the other, the efforts honourable men. The truth appears to 

bv the cncmv to chminatc it. It led to wmai nfcNt WRUNG. tv ihni <hi> nev ih-m w.. „.i 


sea power. This involved, on the one Dardanelles fall, the World War has TASK BEYOND THEM 
hand, the supply and replenishment been decided against us." And yet these leaders were brave, 

of the fortress; on the other, the efforts honourable men. The truth appears to 

by the enemy to eliminate it. It led to WHAT WENT WRONG. bc that lhe |ask sct |hem was beyond 

I the principal clashes by sea. On the What went wrong? Mr. Hargrave them. 

outcome depended, absolutely, the sue- says: “. . . if anyone who takes the The Suvla Bay landings, although 

cess or failure of the campaigns in trouble to set down a time-table of now nearly 50 years away, more than 

North Africa and hence, it can be said, events from official sources relating to probably taught us many a lesson 

of the whole war.".. which was well learned and applied in 


I outcome depended, absolutely, the sue- says: “. . . if anyone who takes the 
1 cess or failure of the campaigns in trouble to set down a time-table of 


of the whole war." 

Capt. Donald Macintyrc's book of 
immense interest to everyone, and ab¬ 
sorbingly so to the thousands of men 
who took part in the unrelenting 
struggle, shows how the Allies, suffer¬ 
ing. at the outset, under "all the dis- 


BOOK REVIEWS 
BY ACHARBEE 


which was well learned and applied in 
the Second World War. 

Mr. Hargrave’s book should bc read 
by all leaders. It points out that, 
although subordinates may bc picked 
with the utmost care, the responsibility 
(as well as the honour, if any) remains 


advantages consequent upon their lhe 0a ,| ipoli Campaign will find that wilh ">= lcad "- »= must give the 
peace-time neglect of nasal air power, from f irst , 0 | asl ,, r c VC als hesitation orders and - what is even more to the 
^; b °™r^ 0r n; b H aSC ^ a nc, d m?n!^ a " d muddle at the.highest level" The !?'"'• J* SCC ,hal lhosc ordcrl 


»T AJfOINTMlNT TO 
MM KAJMTT TM| OUf IN 
MCWIW 


more powerful and concentrated 1 , nc , rc carried out - 

Italian and German naval and air Shu'S,mm- _ 

fnrrt't ^iirtYt'Hcd in i*xc*rlini* t Mnnclc* Hamilton, is sent oIT to his communu 

hold on hc Asis m v K-s to North 24 hours af,cr hi$ firsl inlima,i °n. Rear-Admiral M. C. Giles, D.S.O., 
Africa" lines to North ..p crhaps for |t , e first time in history o.B.E., G.M., was placed on the Retired 

With numerous photographs and a Commandcr-in-Chicf set out with List to date February 20. He joined the 
specially prepaid rnaps' - Ific BaUle -jo a ™y no plan of campaign no Navy in 1932 as a Public School Entry 
for the'Med tcrrancan’’ will lake the d = lads . of transport or supplies, and no and was Captain of H.M.S. Vernon 
reader back to those vital three wars- administrative staff, to fight an enemy 1959-60. He commanded H.M.S. 
will brine back the names of shins and whose strength and dispositions were Belfast from January. 1961. and was 
men which vrili forelxr hea maf.er of ,hat c ?,V ld ™ ,cd P"*** the R N Col- 

pride to the Royal Navy. Our losses ** an > where on the 53-mile coastline lege. Greenwich, in October. 1962. 

were grievous, and it seemed, at times,-- 

that we were almost, if not quite, 

| beaten, but as Capt. Macintyre so - te . 

: rightly, clearly and successfully points JjShkI 

out. to lose in the Mediterranean was WwEy) 

to lose the war. a 

This is a first-class book, giving, for »» awombiint xo 

the first time, a readable, over-all pic- hw >wnir tmi ouiin 

turc of the struggle for supremacy in miwiu 

the Middle Sea. and how, by sheer 

hard work and dauntless men. the a 

Allies brought it to a successful con- "/ JL _ A • ft m W • J 

_ isfvp (ti -mtQUrnifz, 

' L ™cEr attufid 

T HE historian has a much easier job /jffA XT’ f jW . J 

than the men who made history. FVLITI/ 

The historian is in possession of .ALL 

the facts, can say what action ought to i V \ 

; have been taken—and the reasons for \ 

such action, but the history-maker can, O \ 

possibly, only know wbat is going on CjHl V [ .r— V-/ *\ 

in his immediate vicinity. ™ ) 

Having said that, and making allow- r\ r\ 

ancc for the advance of science, and 11 f, /i jyT (/ 1/ 1/ 

communications in particular, which y /////Jf If 1/ 

enables men to see much farther afield A 11 " fjCi/prCA sag 

than they could 50 years ago. the / ,v J \‘y A— K 

Suvla Bay landings in 1915 stand out / 

as examples of almost incredible in- 1 ^ Vyk 

competence on the part of the British I 

leaders on the spot L - 1 

In "The Suvla Bay Landing." by j I (JAMW 1 1 

John Hargrave (Macdonald & Co. H ‘ 

I Publishers) Ltd.; 30s.). the author who V j _ Hill! )t 

enlisted in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps of Kitchener’s New'.Army on 
September 7. 1914, and who took part 


'Pfvfi hi -furqtvAlfo 

frith a s/nUie,! 
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In Iasi month's issue "Navy News” was pleased to record the winning by Naval Cooks of 30 awards at llotclynipia. 
This picture shows some of the winning team. I .eft to right: C.P.C.Ck. D. Haycock, WrcnCk. M. V. Hill. P.O.Ck. 
A. Millington, WrcnCk. L. V. Harraclough. C.P.O.Ck. P. A. Pallistcr. WrcnCk. II. Bcacock and C.P.O.Ck. J. Poulton 


ROYAL VISITOR TO 
H.M.S. DAUNTLESS 


H .R.II. PRINCESS MARINA, 
Duchess of Kent. Chief Common, 
dant. W.R.N.S.. visited H.M.S. Daunt¬ 
less on Thursday. February 6. She was 
accompanied by her I.ady-in-Wailing. 
I.ad.v Rachel Pepys. 

I he Princess arrived by helicopter, 
and after being met by the Director. 
W.R.N.S. (C ommandant Dame Jean 


Davies. D.B.E.. Hon. A.D.C.). Cdr. 
Clivc-Powcll, R.N. (Commanding Offi¬ 
cer. H.M.S. President), and Superin¬ 
tendent E. M. Drummond. O.B.E.. 
M.A., Superintendent. W.R.N.S. 
(Training and Drafting), she drove to 
the main deck where heads of depart¬ 
ment were presented. 

An informal tour of the establish¬ 


ment followed, during which Her 
Royal Highness saw members of the 
ship's company at work and ratings 
under training, doing P.T.. squad drill 
and being kitted-up in the clothing 
store. 

Princess Marina then had tea in the 
wardroom. The departure route from 
the wardroom to the helicopter was 
lined by W.R.N.S. ratings from the 
ship's company and training divisions. 


Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, talking to Wrens under training at 
II.M.S. Dauntless 


THE FINEST MOTORING SYSTEM FOR THE 
ROYAL NAVY 


‘Car-Value’ 


NAVAL 


Car Club 


1. You can learn to drive, for £5 only—I.A.M. instructors— 
through the club. We have a high record of‘First-time’ 
success. 

2. Special Low Hire-Purchase Charges for Club Members. H.P. 
on new cars—6%. Older cars in proportion. 

3. Lower cost repair charges for Club Members. 

4. Any make or year of vehicle supplied, including new cars. Al 
cars over £200 have written guarantee. 

5. You can part exchange your present vehicle and still join. We 
will settle any H.P. outstanding if required. 

6. Monthly Stock List and Statement of Account sent to you— 
Home or Abroad. The car you require is ready on your return 
home to drive away. Immediate insurance facilities. 

7. You can open an account to meet your requirements. 

8. Our representative visits Naval Establishments in the 
Portsmouth area. Telephone and we will call by appointment. 

9. MOST IMPORTANT—DRAFTING WORRIES 
ARE COMPLETELY ELIMINATED AND 
FINANCIAL LOSS IS NEGLIGIBLE. 

10. Self-drive car hire can be arranged for Club Members. 


CAR-VALUE (PORTSMOUTH) LTD. 

140 GLADYS AVENUE (Opposite Alexandra Park) 
Tel 62491 — -. PORTSMOUTH — Tel 62491 


w 


Generous gesture 
by Stores Branch 
Benevolent Society 

, HEN Mr. J. A. W. Dougall. who 
' was president of the R.N. Stores 
Branch Benevolent Society, died, 
members of that society created a 
memorial fund, out of which a pair of 
special mattresses have been pur¬ 
chased for use in R.N. Hospital, 
Haslar. 

The mattresses were presented to 
j the hospital on February 23. 'the 
| Surgeon Rear-Admiral accepting them 
on behalf of the hospital from Mr. 
Parham, the chairman of the society 
and the hospital chaplain blessing 
them. 

The mattresses arc electrically 
operated and provide automatic and 
continuous redistribution of pressure 
: points. This ensures the patient s com¬ 
fort by body pressure areas being 
automatically changed every four min¬ 
utes. Thus the patient can remain in 
one position indefinitely with little 
risk of developing bed sores. The 
mattresses arc of particular value in 
the treatment of fractures in the 
elderly, certain types of paralysis, ihc 
unconscious patient, and serious eve 
injuries in which it is desirable that 
the patient should remain still. 

Medical officers, nursing officers, 
sick berth staff of the hospital, and 
representatives of the society were 
present at the presentation ceremony. 

‘QUALIFIED’ 
(Or should it 
be ‘Sunk’?) 

[The authenticity o/ the following 
story is beyond reproach.] 

A GENTLEMAN was making a 
purchase in a London tobacconist's 
recently and noticed that the sales¬ 
woman was wearing a Naval Crown 
brooch. 

Asking. "How do you qualify to 
wear a Naval Brooch?." Ihc sales 
lady asked the purchaser if he was in 
the Navy, to which he replied, "I am 
a naval officer." 

The lady then said something like 
this: "Now. let me sec: I have a 
brother who recently retired as a 
commander; another brother, a ship¬ 
wright officer, died during the war; my 
two young brothers arc lieutenants. 
One of my brothers-in-law retired as 
a commander and my husband was a 
senior commissioned writer officer. I 
also have a sister-in-law who was a 
second officer in the Wrens. 

"When you were a little boy and 
the Abyssinian War sras on. I was a 
civilian coding officer on the 
Commandcr-in-Chicf, Mediterranean's 
stall; during the war 1 was a second 
officer in the Wrens. 

"I also have a sister-in-law whose 
brother is a chief A.A. in the Royal 
Australian Navy. 

"Between them my relatives have 
two O.B-Es. and two B.E.Ms. 

"Oh! I nearly forgot—my father 
was a master-at-arms. They were all 
promoted from the lower deck, too." 


Over many years Bernards in association with I.C.l. and prominent Worsted 
weavers have been developing a 'Tcrylcnc'/Worstcd Uniform cloth of 
correct shade and able to satisfy the high standard sought in Uniform Cloths. 
Bernards have unrivalled experience of the technical skills required to tailor 
Uniforms from 'Tcrylcnc’/Worstcd, and arc able to supply a Uniform to 
Measure at £23.10s., plus lacc. With extra trousers £29.7s.6d. The Ready to 
Wear price is £19.15s. for Reefer and Trousers. 

Uniforms from this cloth arc light in weight, will not crease, and arc of good 
appearance. They have been rigorously tested in wear over many years and 
given every satisfaction. 

A Bernard representative will gladly call on you by appointment or you can 
sec these Uniforms and place your order at a Bernard Branch. 

For the best in Uniforms It’s best to look to Bernards. 

C. H. Bernard & Sons Ltd. 

ANGLIA HOUSE, HARWICH, ESSEX 
40 Co mm erc ia l Road. Por tsm o u th. Telephone 26116 
- 30 Royal Parade. Plymouth. T elep ho n e 66543 
12 Kiihgate, Donfermlinc. Telephone 786 
. And at 24 other Branches. 
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TIIE 

ROYAL NAVAL 
ASSOCIATION 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.M. Th« Quean 


“UNITY — LOYALTY — PATRIOTISM 


COMRADESHIP ” 


Jubilee Year was 
a great success 

VV’HEN (he Cheam and Worcester Park Branch of the Royal Naral 
’ » Association held Its annual general meeting on February 14 there was an 
extremely good attendance, members supporting with acclamation a vote of 
tbanks to the retiring officers and committee. 


{•“Ming the cake at Ashford's (Kent) 16th birthday party. Left to right: Shipmate vice-president D. Murray. Cadets 
Connell and Lewis, Shipmate secretary E. Standen, Shipmate chairman R. Lcwin and the president, Shipmate 

Capt. II. MacIntyre, D.S.O., IXS.C, R.N. 

Ashford’s Birthday Party a 


In his report the secretary said: 
"We can be justly proud of the efforts 
of all during the silver jubilee year. 
1963. both for achieving such an in¬ 
crease in membership and for doing 
much worth-while work." The total of 
new members for the year reached 
18. 

Continuing his report, the secretary 
said that the interest shown by ship¬ 
mates by attending weekly meetings 
and social functions had been par¬ 
ticularly gratifying to the officials of 
the branch. There was still room for 
improvement and it was essential that 
the strength of the branch should be 
maintained. Too often the important 
work of the branch falls on the 
shoulders of the same "willing horses." 
and the secretary appealed to all mem¬ 
bers to help the committee in its work. 
Active participation by shipmates 
would not only case the burden of the 
stalwarts but the shipmates themselves 
would gain an added interest in the 
branch and the Association. 

SOUND FINANCES 

Although the year's expenditure 
had been heavier than usual because 
of the jubilee celebrations, the financial 
position was quite sound. The branch 
benevolent fund was in a very healthy 
slate—there had. fortunately, been 
very little call on it during the’year. 

There had been increased support 
for the dances and the "teenage jar/ 
sessions" showed a good profit. 

In thanking the officials for their 
support the chairman told them that 
without it his office would have been 
an impossible burden, and that credit 
was due to them for the success of the 
branch during 1963. 

Thanks were extended, too. to the 
branch president. Mr. R. Sharpies. 
O.B.K.. M.C.. M.P.. and to the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Sutton and Cheam. 


rousing success 

F OR the past three years the Ashford (Kent) Branch of the Royal Naval 
Association has arranged a coach tour of eight days with first-class hotel 
accommodation, at various places. During the tour shipmates visit branches 
in the area they are touring and, so far. the trips have been most successful, 
'flic branch has visited the Torquay Area, the Paignton Area and Great 
Yarmouth, and this year the trip is to Bournemouth. 

I he Ashford shipmates will be in | by vice-president Shipmate Cdr. 


Bournemouth from May 8 to 15. slay¬ 
ing at the Bourne View Hotel, Bourne¬ 
mouth. and branches in the area who 
would like to receive the tourers should 
get in touch with Shipmate E. S. 
Standen. 29 Osborne Road. Willes- 
borough. Ashford. Kent. 

The branch is now 16 years old and 
on February 7 it held a birthday party, 
when 60 shipmates and their ladies 
attended. The commanding officer of 
the local Sea Cadet Corps lent two 
cadets who piped the branch president. 
Capt. I). MacIntyre. R.N., on board, 
and the guests included Mr. and Mrs. 
Ratclillc. who presented the ship's! 
wheel at the birthday party last year. I 
Another welcome guest was Shipmate 


Robertson-Aikman. R.N.. and the 
ladies having a glass of sherry. 

The high-light of the evening was 
the cutting of an iced birthday cake 
presented by Mr. and Mrs. Snashall. 
and cut by the president. 

"Sunset" was piped at 11 p.m. by 
Cadet Connell and the White Ensign 
lowered by Cadet Lewis, everyone 
agreeing that the evening had been 
a rousing success. 


APATHY HITS 
ST. AUSTELL 

Coffins'from 7lie GHIingham’Branch! T” E s |-Austell branch of the Royal 
A telegram from the Queen was: .4, 1 >a VL\"™ ab0n o h iV ,n excellent 
read to the gathering by the branch's! club ho “« Porthpean Road 
new chairman. Shipmate R. Lewis. I bul members weretold at the annual 
who is also the Standard-bearer. : ccneral meeting that, as in 1960 it 

was being used only by a handful of 
members. Paid-up members had been 
falling steadily and the meeting tried to 
pin-point the real reason. 

The chairman. Lieut. E. Richards, 
referred to the letter sent to all 1962 
, members, pointing out in detail the 
MAINBRACK SPLICED sorry state of apathy, with just the 

I he mainbracc was well and trulv | !! inc lifc ' 2 .° fuj[and 12 associate mem- 
spliccd in the traditional ' manner, all bcri runnin S lhe airair5 of ,hc club - 
hands receiving a lot of rum supplied I (Continued in column .3) 


Croydon made the Area 
Delegates comfortable 

W HEN the I6th annual general meeting of No. 2 Area of the Royal Naval 
Association (branches in Kent and Surrey) was held recently at Croydon, 
the facilities provided were excellent, and the delegates expressed their pleasure 
and thanks to the Croydon Branch. 


Alderman D. P. Thomas and Mrs. 
Margaret Vaughan, and lo the vice- 
president. Sir Norman Josephs, for 
their continued interest and support. 

The election of officers and committee re¬ 
plied as follows: chairman. Miipmaie F. Mat¬ 
thew*; vice-chairman. Shipmate V. Bailey; 
secretary. Shipmate L. Helps; treasurer. Ship¬ 
mate A. Con: social secretary. Shipmate L. 
(likklsin: welfare officer. Shipmate F. Ticc- 
hurst; Committee. Shipmates K. Matter. P. 
Laitn. B. Beniamin and J. Perry. 

PRESIDENT—‘NO 
FIGURE-HEAD 

W HEN lhe annual general meeting 
of the Dartford Branch of the 
Royal Naval Association took place 
on February 10. Capl. F. L. Millns. 
C.B.E.. D.S.O.. R.N., became president 
of the branch and. in accepting the 
position, lie informed the shipmates 
present that he desired to do a real 
lob and not be "just an ornamental 
figurehead." 

The following were elected to the 
offices named: Vice-president, T. 
Thompson; chairman. W. R. Skcdgc; 
vice-chairman. P. K. Overy; treasurer, 
M. C. Reid; secretary. A. J. Brett; 
welfare officer. J. W. Waterman; social 
secretary, W. Pearson; Standard- 
bearer, W. R. Skcdgc. 

The retiring secretary. Shipmate 
Lieut. J. W. Waterman. R.N.V.R. 
Reid.), had completed 13 years' ser¬ 
vice in that office. 

Membership of the branch is more 
notable for its quality than for the 
quantity—all shipmates showing the 
keenest interest in branch affairs. Tic 
welfare officer's report was warmly 
received with a vole of thanks from 
the members. 

The annual dinner and dance will be 
held on April 18. and guests will in¬ 
clude the Mayor and Mayoress. Capt. 
K. McKellar, M.B.E.. R.N., and Mrs. 
McKellar. 


Shipmate "Don" Murray, vice- 
president. presented on behalf of Ship¬ 
mate I ebournc. who was unable to 
be present because of illness, a large 
framed picture of Boy Cornwall. V.C.. 
depicting the action in H.M.S. Chester. 


Area delegates came from Guild¬ 
ford. Chatham. Maidstone. Gilling¬ 
ham. Welling. Whitstablc, Temple 
Farm. Cheam and Worcester Park. 
Dorking. Hurley. Sidcup, Scvcnoaks. 
Epsom and Gravesend, and revealed 
the interest in the Association that is 
still prevalent in No. 2 Area. 

Cdr. J. S. Kerens. D.S.O.. R.N.. 
M.P.. was unable to be present and 
the election of officers was presided 
over by the Area life vice-president. 
Shipmate S. Godfrey. 

Shipmate J. L. Bales we re-elected 
as chairman of the area for the coming 
year and Shipmate R. T. Giles of Hur¬ 
ley was elected to the vice-chairman¬ 
ship. Although the area secretary. 
Shipmate T. F. Asprcy. had intimated 
that he did not wish lo continue in j 
j office, lie was prevailed upon to serve 
i for another year, during which Ship- | 
male G. Gilham. of Temple Farm ; 


Order or Renewal Form 

(Delete as appropriate) 

‘NAVY NEWS’ OFFICE, ROYAL NAVAL 
BARRACKS, PORTSMOUTH 

Please post a copy of each issue of “Navy News" to 

Name..’. 

Address . 

I enclose herewith money order’postal order/cheque value 10s. 
heing a subscription for 12 issues, including postage. 

Commence .(Month) 

// member of R.N. Association, please state Branch. 


Branch, will understudy him and take 
on the duties in 1965. Shipmate A. 
Knight was rc-cicctcd as treasurer. 

FINANCES GOOD 

The treasurer reported that the 
finances were sound, particularly as 
the area was so badly oil last year 
after the settlement of the last Lon¬ 
don Conference accounts. Individual 
branches had been outstanding in their 
generosity. 

The next area meeting will be held 
on April 25 at Folkestone as 
scheduled, but after that, in view of 
the travelling entailed, area meetings 
will be held at the Union Jack Club 
in London. 

Concern was expressed al lhe 
meeting at the loss of lhe Kingston- 
on-Thames Branch and delegates 
were not backward in their remarks 
in respect of the attitude of the Asso¬ 
ciation in general al Idling branches 
jnst slip away into the unknown. 
Discussion took place on pensions 
and the etfeet on lhe widows of de¬ 
ceased shipmates. The area is well 
aware of the honour extended to the 
Association's pension officer. Shipmate 
C. Wheeler. M.B.E.. and agreed thal 
it had been well earned. It was felt 
that there are points on the pension 
side that could be promulgated lo 
up at the 


SOCIAL EVENING 


(Continued from column 2) 

The letter also drew attention to the 
fact that in August. 1960. it was agreed 
to carry out the original extension plan 
in full by placing the bar and kitchen 
outside the main building. This work 
had been started with great enthusiasm, 
but had petered out gradually until 
the bar only could be said to be com¬ 
pleted. the remainder hanging fire for 1 

various (not obvious) reasons. On n j branches' and even taken 
motion by Shipmate Wakefield, several . highest oossiblc level 
volunteers agreed to help him to com- 1 '"S'"”* po * slWe lcvel ' 
plctc the extension. 

It was also pointed out that few 
members seemed to realise that only 
2s. 6d. from the 10s. subscription was 
retained by the club. The intention of 
Article 2 of the Royal Charter with 
respect to club premises was again 
raised, bul the chairman said he had 
not received any further information. 

Officers elected: Patron. Sir John 
Kcay; president. Capt. Malicson, V.C.; 
chairman. Lieut E. Richards: vice- 
chairman Licut.-Cdr. H. King. D.S.C., 

A. H. Mortimer. D.S.M.. and T. 

Savage: honorary secretary. L. R. 

Pradticld; honorary treasurer. D. R. 

Hutchings; D.A.C.. also Welfare, 

LieuL E. Richards. 


Shipmates of the Croydon Branch 
arranged a grand social' evening for 
after the meeting and it was regretted 
that, because of the travelling, many 
of the delegates could not stay. The 
social was. however, a great success, 
and the area’s thanks arc due to the 
organisers. 

Apologies for absence were received 
from Shipmate Ames, of Folkestone, 
who has the record of being the 
longest traveller of all area delegates, 
and Shipmate Diprosc. of Purlcy. 
another one of the "old guard.” who 
travels far and wide when his hcallh 
permits. 


Presentation to 
Past President 

SHIPMATES and their wives and 
^friends of the Pembroke Dock 
Branch of the Royal Naval Associa¬ 
tion spent an enjoyable evening on 
February 8 al its new headquarters at 
the Market Tavern, when a presenta¬ 
tion was made to the branch’s former 
president. Shipmate R. S. Hayes, 
formerly of H.M. Dockyard. 

With the shipmates were the new 
president. Capl. Goodwin, of the 
Marine Services. Milford Haven, and 
the vice-president. Shipmate Maidlaw, 
a founder member of the branch. 

Excellent speeches were made by 
the new president and Shipmate Maid- 
law before the latter made the present¬ 
ation of a pocket flask which had 
been suitably filled and which bore 
Shipmate Hayes's name. 

It was obvious from his speech of 
thanks that Shipmate Hayes was 
touched to know in what esteem the 
members of the Pembroke Branch 
held him. 

"Ihc rest of the evening was passed 
musically w ith solos from Mrs. Doreen 
Reed, and a Western composition— 
"Texas Pete”—sung and played by the 
pianist. A humorous item, "My 
Father Knew Lloyd George." was 
joined in by all anil led by Shipmate 
Hayes. An excellent supper, served by 
the ladies, was much appreciated. Be¬ 
fore the party ended bouquets were 
presented to Mrs. Hayes and Mrs. 
Goodwin. 

The resident pianist was. as always, 
Mrs. Ivy James. 


THE SKUNK THAT 
WENT TO SEA 

O F' all the animals in Ihc world lhai 
could become pets. I should im¬ 
agine lhal the very last on the lisl 
would be a skunk. Dogs, cals, monkey* 
—Yes—but not a skunk! And a skunk 
as a pet in the narrow confines of a 
Baltic Class destroyer! Never. 

Yet Lieut. David Gunn. R.N.. nol 
only did so but lias now written a book 
all about il- and a most delightful 
book it is too. enormous fun all the 
way through. 

Alphonse, to give the skunk his 
name, was bought for £15 and after 
some "fun and games" in the Mall 
(publicity men would not pass up a 
(Continued on p. 16, column 3) 
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(Photo: II ‘arrcn ,{ Rod Ltd., Portland. 

The president of the Portland Bmneh. Shipmate Iieuf. A. A. Heron. R.N.. handing over a cheque, being a 
donation tonards the proposed Coal-of-Amis for Portland, to Councillor P. E. G. Haney, (Chairman, Portland 

Urban District Council) 


Association’s Motto 
gave Mayor his cue 

V HEN the Hcnicl Hempstead Branch of the Royal Naval Association 
held its first annual dinner on February 1, the guest of honour was the 
ayor, «bo was accompanied by the Mayoress. 

After dinner the Mayor, responding 1 since its inaugural meeting on 
the toast to the visitors, took, as his February 4. 1963. 
c. the motto of the Association.! The secretary announced that a 
Inity, Loyalty. Patriotism, Comrade- "White Ensign dance" was to be held 
ip," and spoke of the display of at St. John's Hill. Boxmorc. on April 
mradeship by the inhabitants of the II. and that 41 seats had been booked 
w town of Hcmcl Hempstead to- for the Royal Tournament on 
irds each other. "People," he said.'July 18. 

,ho have come to live in the com- _ 

.inity from varying walks of life.; 

mid find their ’lives far less en- (Continued from column 4) 

need without the essential ingredient | 

comradeship." He expressed the I new members, one an cx-Servicc man 
pc that the Hcmcl Hempstead 1 and. a crack in the ice. one still serving, 
anch, from its small beginnings Two old members were also welcomed 
>uld progressively multiply and he back. 

iked forward to' the time when it The Hurley reporter blames tclcvi- 
mld be a necessity, because of in- sion for lack of enthusiasm, but \ug- 
rased membership.’ to hold annua! gests that as time goes on the old flame 
iners and dances in the Pavilion I will glow again provided the old "regu- 
lich is to be built in the town. lars" keep the door open. He also says 

The Branch secretary. Shipmate that the shipmates were keenly inlcr- 
H. A. E. Drewett. told of the branch's ested in the present-day Navy as ex¬ 


activities during 1963, saying it had 
been inundated with social invitations 


‘Yer! ’Ow be goin’ on, then?’ 

Y ER! 'Oh be goln' on, then? Tls been a long time since I wrote to 'ee, but 
these yer Navy vellers down yer twisted me arm to go back as secretary 
agin, so I chucked up me muck-sprcadin', got the missus to do tbe milkin', 
and yer we be. 


I 'avc to tell 'ee that the branch 'as 
settled down proper well at the Royal 
Portland Arms agin, and we 'ad a fair 
old meeting last month. The Chairman 
of the Urban District Council came 
and talked to we about the proposed 
coat of arms for the town, and 'ow it 
were being arranged by public sub¬ 
scription, so we gt'ed 'ee a cheque to 
'clp out, snow. 

Last wik we went to Swanage to 
meet up wi‘ some old ships of the 


EARNED HIS 
‘GUARD AND 
STEERAGE’ 

S IR.—1 would he more than grate¬ 
ful if you will publish the following 
in next month's "Navy News": it will 
make the final chapter to an old 
sailor's life story. 

For the hint 32 years Shipmate 
Connor, of the London Branch of the 
For the last 32 years Shipmate 
Connor, of the London branch of the 
Submarine Old Comrades, has acted as 
badge secretary and almoner of the 
branch. 

After a good innings doing both jobs, 
he has had to give up the badge side of 
his endeavour and is going to welcome 
a "Guard and Steerage." 

During his 32 years he has sent 
badges and ties ail over the world. 
Australia. Canada. South Africa. Per¬ 
sian Gulf -every corner of the earth 
where a submariner has existed, even 
one up in the frozen Yukon, on a U.S. 
radar base. 

Shipmate Connor joined the Navy- 
in September. 1910. After training at 
Shotley. he joined H.M.S. Conqueror 
in the Home Fleet, In 1913 after doing 
an S./T. course in Defiance he went to 
the cruiser Bcllona. Leaving the 
Bcllona in June, 1914. he joined the 
submarine service (Forth). 

He served in A-. B-. C- and H-type 
submarines in the following years. 
While serving in CI7 and CI5 on the 
Dover Patrol he experienced many a 
narrow escape. One of these episodes 
Shipmate Connor related on the B.B.C. 
radio in the life story of submarines. 
CI5's captain during this time was 
Capt. Turner, who later bccanic 
Admiral (,S). 

Leaving submarines in 1919. Ship¬ 
mate Connor went to the cruiser Carys- 
fort, and on June 10. 1922, left the 
Navy and joined the Submarine Re¬ 
serve. 

Nothing could have made him feel 
more proud than when lie was at the 
launching of Britain's first atomic sub¬ 
marine. "Dreadnought—a long way in¬ 
deed from the old "A" boats. 

As an ex-petty officer myself in the 
last war, the submarine service, and 
myself in particular, must feel proud 
of these old matclots who started this 
now most formidable arm in the world. 
Looking back on those old tin cans, 
one can see how they arrived at their 
motto "By Guess and Bv God."—J. 
CONNOR. Jim.. Ex-P.O . Q.R L. Felt- 
ham. Middlesex. 


White Ensign Association, and that 
were a good old night, you! We taught 
they a thing or two, and they reckon 
they'm goin' to do the same to we 
when they visit the Island later on. 

Our vellers in the Rifle Club be still 
poppin' agin the Stevenage Branch, 
and they 'avc started bcatin’ we this 
year: still, we gi'cd they a 'ammerin' 
last year. 

II 


SECRETARY TAKES ON FOR 
18th YEAR 

^NOTHER successful year was re¬ 


ported when tbe Herts Branch of 
the Royal Naval Association held its 
annual general meeting on February 5. 

The retiring chairman. Shipmate 
Licut.-Cdr. D. B. Cameron, did not 
seek re-election because of his business 
commitments. Members unanimously- 
passed a vote of thanks for his services 
to the branch during his term of oflicc. 
Tlic new chairman is Shipmate Ken¬ 
neth Kitching. who has been a hard 


AH the vellers down yer 'otic you m | working committee member for several 
all dom well. snow, and pleased to 1 


see 'ee any time, and our chairman 
told I to mention that if you got any 
problems that we can 'clp out wi\ well, 
you know where we be. 

SMALL-BORE SHOOTING 
The results of the small-bore shoot¬ 
ing between R.N.A.. Portland, and 
R.N.A.. Stevenage, for 1963 were: 

Winners. Portland "A." 16 points, 
aggregate 5.589; runners-up, Stevenage 
"B," 13 points, aggregate 4,554; Port¬ 
land "B." 11 points, aggregate 2,932: 

Stevenage "A." 8 points, aggregate 
5,512. Highest individual scorer for 
Portland was Shipmate A. Bonner, 
with I.I7S points out of a possible 
1.200; for Stevenage. Shipmate E. 

I.atto was the highest scorer with 1.148 
points out of a possible 1.200. Both 

these shipmates arc to receive an r 

N.S.R.A. shooting tic for their high ‘ branch deputy president. Admiral Sir 
scores. I Alexander Binglcy. G.C.B.. O.B.E.. on 


years. 

Shipmate Eric Knigbl was again 
elected branch honorary secretary, 
and thus enters his 18th year of 
office. Shipmate Knight, during the 
17 years he has been branch 
“scribe," has not missed a branch 
or committee meeting, which Is 
probably a record for the Associa¬ 
tion. He is also tbe vice-chairman 
of the Royal Naval Association. 
Two other shipmates w-crc elected 
to oflicc which they had held with 
distinction during former years. They 
were Shipmate Eric Wicks, who was 
returned as social secretary, and Ship¬ 
mate Peter Stratton, who was elected 
as liaison officer. Votes of thanks 
were passed to Shipmate C. Moore, 
retiring social secretary, and Shipmate 
A. Kitching. retiring liaison officer. 
Before concluding the meeting the 


1 behalf of the shipmates, prcsenled a 
clock to Shipmate L. P. Wrangles, w ho 
had been unanimously elected as 
“Messmate of the Year." Shipmate 
Wrangles is a founder member of the 
branch, and by his untiring cflorts 
over many years has been a great asset 
to the branch. 

Standards at 
Navy Days? 

T HE Horley Branch of the Royal 
Naval Association bad its biggest 
muster for years when it held ilsannual 
general meeting on February' 1. 

In addition to a goodly crowd of 
members, the branch welcomed two 
(Continued in column 5) 


The new branch at Oxford is 
older than its parent 

T HERE was a large muster of shipmates at the Wheatsheaf Hotel. High 
Street. Oxford, on February 7. when the Oxford and District R.N. and 
R.M. Association commissioned as a branch of tbe Ruyal Naval Association. 

Oxford shipmates first commissioned 
as an independent branch during 1929 
but recently unanimously decided to 
"join the licet" of the Royal Naval 
Association. 

The commissioning ceremony was 
performed by Shipmate EricC. Knight. 

National Council Member for No. 6 
Area, who. in his welcome to Oxford 
shipmates, said it was the first occasion 
he had been invited to commission a 
branch which had been on the active 
list longer than the National Associa¬ 
tion. 

In addition to a large company of 
Oxford members, shipmates from 
Aylesbury. Dident. Hertford. New¬ 
bury. Slough and Thame were also 
present. 

The branch, which is a very active 
one. meets on the first Friday of each 
month at the Wheatsheaf Hotel, and 
will be pleased to welcome new mem¬ 
bers. The branch secretary is Ship¬ 
mate R. Green, 6 Green Road. Head- 
ington. 


pounded by their newest member. 

It was suggested by Horley that 
branch Standards might he allowed to 
Uikc part in the "Sunset" ceremony at 
Navy Days. It is felt that there is a 
lot of enthusiasm on this point, and 
the Navy Days Secretary has been ap¬ 
proached. Horley feels that this would 
be an excellent opportunity of showing 
the Standards and that those in the 
Association have not forgotten the 
ideals of the .Service. 

The suggestion brought back to 
Horley members memories of Sunday 
divisions. The reporter says: “We used 
to drip about marching from the bar¬ 
racks to church, but really we enjoyed 
it, and so did the people of Portsmouth, 
for there was always an audience to 
see us marching, headed by our own 
Royal Marine Band." 

Church is notv "voluntary" anti 
there are no Suntlay divisions in the 
Royal Naval barracks. Portsmouth. 
The Bluejacket Band has been dis¬ 
banded and it is rare indeed to see 
sailors, headed by a bund, in the streets 
of this city. It happens, occasionally, 
when a ship is commissioning.—E d.] 


“Give that man 
a Watneys Brown!” 


NO CHANGES 
AT MOLESEY 

T HERE was no change in the officers 
of the Molesey Branch of the 
Royal Naval Association as a result 
of the annual general meeting on 
February IS. A fair number of ship¬ 
mates were present and a very satis¬ 
factory balance sheet was produced. 

Tributes were paid to the secretary. 
Shipmate F. R. Prangncll. for his un¬ 
tiring cflorts. particularly in the 
branch's new headquarters. 

Molesey is always pleased to see 
visitors and members, and past and 
present Navy or Royal Marine men 
will find a warm welcome at the 
Abnclt Hall. Hurst Road. West Mole 
sey. on meeting nights, on Thursdays 
at 8.0 p.m. 

The annual dinner and dance has 
been arranged for Saturday, May 2. at 
the Jolly Boatman, and any branches 
wishing’ to be represented should 
Capt. D. K. Buchanan-Dunlop. 1 contact Shipmate Prangncll at 326 
D_SX\, R.N- has been appointed Pre-1 Hurst Road. West Molesey. 
wich. in the rank of Commodore in 
sident. Royal Naval College. Green- 
succession to Rear-Admiral M. C. H.M.S. Londonderry (Cdr. D. E. P. 
Giles. D.S.O.. O.B.E.. G.M.. the ap- George. R.N'.). returned to Ports- 
pointment taking effect to dale Febrn- mouth on February 27. at the end of 
ary 20. 1964. He has been Captain of' the second leg of her year of service 
the College since July. 1962. 1 with the West Indies Squadron. 


WATNEYS 

Brown Ale 

—rich and smooth 

Also near at hand: Cream Label Stout 
—smooth, dark and satisfying 
Bed Barrel Watneys Keg 
.Jtrltaia'a brsi and lor*most keg Utter. 
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The Field Gun Display 
is not a waste of time 


WITH WHITE SAILS SHAKING 


bridge was included. When the Tourn¬ 
ament moved to Olympia in 1906. the 
display was again altered to include 
two walls and a narrow bridge. 

A year later a competition was 
started between Portsmouth. Chatham 
and Devonport. each Command con¬ 
sisting of two crews, and in 1908 a 
chasm. 7 ft. 6 in. wide took the place 
of the small bridge with one trophy to 
be won—The Inter-Command Points 
Cup. 

By 1913. the course consisted of a 
live-foot wall at each end. and a 30- 
foot chasm in the centre, and in 1919 
after the First World War. the course 
was standardised to the present-day 
measurements of a five-foot wall each 
end and a 28-foot chasm in the centre. 

In 1924. two more trophies were 
added, these being the Aggregate Time 
Cup and the Fastest Time Cup. and 
these arc the three cups that each 
Command strives to win. 


This can be measured by the terrific 
applause at the announcement of the 
display, and by the cheering of the 
crowd when (he times of the crews arc 
broadcast on the completion of the 
run. This applause continues after the 
arena has been cleared, which proves 
how popular is this item on the pro¬ 
gramme. which is not considered out 
of date by the tax-paying public who 
come to watch. 

The competition is very closely fol¬ 
lowed by the civilian spectators but b\ 
only a small minority in ships and 
establishments, being condemned by 
the majority of naval personnel as a 
waste of time. This is far from the 
truth, as I hope will be understood on 
reading this short history of the Tour¬ 
nament. 

CHARITIES BENEFIT 

In 1880 the Army staged a Grand 
Military Tournament at Islington, the 
object being to promote skill-at-arms. 
and to raise money for soldiers' 
widows. Today, the object is to raise 
funds for various Navy. Marine. 
Army and Air Force charities, to 
popularise the Services, and to pro¬ 
mote skill-at-arms in all ranks of Her 
Majesty's Services. 

The year 1883 saw the Tournament 
receive Royal patronage and it was 
then renamed "Royal Tournament." 

In 1896. for the first time, an event 
was entered by the Royal Navy. This 
was in the form of cutlass drill and 
12 -pounder gun drill, and would have 
been a simple piece of manoeuvring, 
changing wheels, etc., and unlike the 
display of today. 

In 1900. seamen from H.M.S Power¬ 
ful brought into the arena a 4.7-inch 
gun. hauled by four span of oxen. This 
was the famous gun landed by the 
Royal Navy in 1899 for the defence 
of Ladysmith. 

Three years later the display was 
improved by the introduction of a 
four-foot wall, and in 1905 a small 


A closely fought intcr-Scrviccs sailing match was held at Singapore on January 24 and 25. the winners being the 
Army by half a point—1531, Navy. 153J and the R.A.F., 147. The boats taking part were three Snipes and three 
C.P.14's. II..M-S. Loch Lomond was the guardship. and present was laidy Begg. wife of Sir Varyl Begg. Commander- 
in-Chief of the British Fleet in the Far East. During the two-day match the Services enjoyed the hospitality of the 
Royal Singapore Yacht Club. The picture shows the start of one of the races 


N.A.A.F.I.’s 
new venture 


R.M. OFFICER’S PART IN 
OLYMPIC GAMES 


Portsmouth. Chatham. Devonport and /“’AR-BUYING between one Service 
Air Commands. In 1950 the Royal A-man and another is made easier 
Tournament moved to Earls Court under a new, easy-ownership plan re- 
and has been there ever since. With the ccntl> introduced by N.A.A.KI. 
closing down of Chatham as a Port Under *nc scheme (which augments 
Command in I960 only the three Com- N.A.A.F.I.s well-established car hire- 
mands compete. purchase through dealers). N.A.A.I-.I. 

The record today for the fastest run Wj 11 - '" Britain, finance the lure pur- 
stands at 2 min. 54 sec., a great chase of a car by one member of H.M. 
difference from 1922 when the record l orccs from another 
stood at 5 min. 16 3/5 sec., showing Ihc advantages of the scheme for 
the tremendous effort in modem prospective buyers and for *1 *n 
methods of training, new ideas, and faccsl with a sudden draft) include low 
implying that the sailor of today it a hire-purchase charges of 8 per cent 
le v.,'-is pond as his forefathers P cr annum 0*1= N.A.A.F.I. rate for 

n„ viES? a J?,, nc ' v cars remains at 6i per cent.), with 

. r^l Ir ninn ^ in a a minimum deposit of 20 per cent.: 
again started training, ending in a , lo p' ay , and frcc | ifc CO ver. 

i' T ? I" addition to the cost of the car. 

Laris Court. Why not come along and N A A F , will also financc: compre- 

scc your crew in action. hensive insurance premium: Automo- 


training there over the snow track of | P c Jc in Tokyo in October, 
which the Austrian Army had prepared ‘ 

120 kilometres. 

SKI-ING AND SHOOTING 
Biathlon consists of ski-ing a dis¬ 
tance of 25 Km., and stopping every 
5 Km. to shoot five rounds at a small 
target, at decreasing ranges from 250m. 
to 100 m.: the last practice being fired 
in the standing position. For every 
miss, time is added to the cometitor's 
running time. 

Capt. Tuck came forty-third in the 
biathlon event and also came fifty-fifth 
in the 30 Km. race, two of the winter 
Olympics most gruelling race. 

H.M.S. COOK Shortly after the close of Ihc games 

(Continued from page 9. column 5) 1964 PAY CODE 

storage for equipment and by provid- 

ing a field kitchen for the slip area. (Continued from page 7. column 5) 

The Public Works Department vir- with 5s. per week for each additional 
tually stopped all work on roads year of rcckonablc service. The cor- 
to provide lorries and cranes to strip responding rates for leading rates arc 
the ship of every movable object. 3s 3d. and 6 s. 6 d„ for Petty Officers 

4s. Id. and 8 s. 2d. and for Chief Petty 
SHIP HAULED ON TO SLIP officers 4s. 8 d. and 9s. 4d. 

The bows rose day by day. inch by The new rates of pay for personnel 
inch, as the ship was destored and the of ihc Women's Royal Naval Service, 
effect of the pumps was felt, until Q.A.R.N.N.S.. and so on arc propor- 
finally the draughts were such that tionatcly increased, and so arc the 
the ship could be slipped, being hauled various rates of retired pay. and pen- 
up by an 1 l-inch wire. The stern rc- sions. 

mained in the water and was blocked TERMINAL GRANTS 

up bv divers so that the maximum . ‘ . . ‘ ... „ . 

weight on the trolley was never more Th ? "S?” 

than 1 MX) tons calculated at three times the annual 

The'night the ship was hauled up. r:ilc °f retired pay or pension, and the 
a tidal-wave warning was received 8 «! cral rules regarding the award of 
which, fortunately, time to nothing, retired pay or pension remain un- 
The next day the Public Works De- changed. 

partment started the repairs. Holes _ Because . of th. of work 


Water 


Skier 


THE MAGAZINE 
FOR WATER SKIERS 


Articles and News 
about this 
fast moving sport 
for the Novice 
and the Champion 

IN EVERY ISSUE OF 

Water Skier 

the fast-growing magazine 


Your Capital Increases 
by i in 6 years. 

For example:- 
£300 Becomes £375 


were scaled and frames welded to the J 
hull to bring the underwater form 
back to its original shape. A patch 


PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
PRICE 2/6 

Subscriptions 10/- Per Year 
Or Ovcrsoas 15/- 

Cut out and po»t this coupon NOW 


ncarlv 80 feet long was fitted over "' a >; *> c somc ! n P a >™* n « OI 

this framework and welded to the hull. ' hc . ,n . c . rc “ cs °. f n,arT . ia « e allo " a ""* 
All this took only 14 days and the and lhould ,nform a " 0 "" 5 

ship was then successfully unslipped. accordingly. 

SIXTEEN BRIDICS NAVY RIINNFR 

It is an ill wind, they say—and 1>AY l KU1N1NH.K 

probably the 16 members of the ship's WITT T 

company who won South Pacific LfyJILJ YVH.AjL. 

brides will endorse this sentiment— riiHEN the Southern Counties 
especially those who did their courting W cross-country championships were 
at Suva during the days of the shjp]s held over a nine-mile course from 
enforced slay there. And the ship's Parliament Hill, London, on February 
hard-won expertise in salvage matters j 15 , (here were 51 teams taking part, 
was also put to good account when and the Royal Naval Athletic Club 
an American ocean racing yacht. I South took 13th place—a useful 
Fjord III. went aground on another. achievement for the club, which was 
Fijian reef. The crew and yacht were j competing, as a team, for the first 


Purchase Price £1 


I I would like to receive "WATER 
I SKIER" regularly. I enclose P.O./ 

I Cheque value £... 

j For one year's subscription 

I NAME. 


AVERAGE YIELD PER YEAR £3.15.9 PER CENT 
FREE OF UNITED KINGDOM INCOME TAX 


NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
CAN BE BOUGHT BY ALLOTMENT 


Name of ski club or location please 


Issued by H.M. Forces Swings Committee 
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ONS VACANT ACE DRIVING SCHOOL cater particularly (or 

J * naval personnel with a reduced course of 

>'AGF.R to Wine. Spirit and IcffOOt. concentrated (if required) into ihon 
men: of imall Midland period to include M.O.T. Test. Collection in 
Ex-W.O. Ared 38/50. Know- dual-con trolled car* from establishment. Hours, 
i* an asset. Commencint 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 103 Cardiff Road. North End. 
Pension. Full details sprite Portsmouth. Tel.: Portsmouth 62752. 

Ltd.. Radford Brewery. CAP RIBBONS, ships past and present. 1/6 
each, plus postaee. Send stamped addressed 
envelope for list. Ships* crests (plaques) anv 
* DVDCUACC detiyn. 29.'9 each. Blazer badeet (wire or 

- rLKLn/sjL coloured silk). Also car badfics. metal 

' iini'KF PURCHASE' 100 (chromium), any dcsicn in coloured enamel, 
hme MtcCue Kbmc ,a L?e complete »ith fittinis. 35/-. Postarc extra. 

»,!in e . CREESBURGH-S. 123-6 Ou«n Str«,. Peru- 

‘* BI>B ■" «”**• DOWN HOUSE QUARANTINE KENNELS. 

ISE WITH LIFE ASSl’R- LOVLDLAN. PORISMOUIII. Special terms to 
UP :o <0 >c.n pill ciinblc. JKJiLESESJ 

an e after three sear* An HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND BAGGAGE 
*n c 4,,cr ,nrcc ^"** An MO red. moved and packed and shipped. White 
fc Co. Ltd.. 120 London R»x»d. North End 
Junction. Portsmouth. Phone 63221. 

ROYAL NAVAL BARRACKS. PORTS¬ 
MOUTH. The story from hulks to present dav. 
Price 7/6d. Obtainable from Gale A Polden 
Ltd.. Ldinburch Road. Portsmouth. Post free. 
SELF-DRIVE CAR HIRE. E.M A. Ltd.. 
Rooto Main I>ca!crs. Grove Road. Southvca 
(Portsmouth 2»26l). 


MISCELLANEOUS 

AJAX radio controlled taxis. 24-hout 
Tel.: Portsmouth 35M3/4 (two lines). 


AIRWORK 

SERVICES 

LIMITED 

(Contractors to the 
Admiralty and Air Ministry) 

Opportunities 

exist for cx-Scrvicemen of all trades both at 
home and overseas. Should you wish to 
continue your present type of work in 
Civilian life, write to us giving details of 
service experience and we will be pleased to 
tell you more about ourselves and the 
opportunities we offer. Write to 

AIRWORK SERVICES LIMITED 

Bournemouth (Hum) Airport 
Christchurch, Hants 


The Escorts, left to right: M.E. John Hickling. R.E.M. Alan Belley, I-Sea Brian McHugh, E..M. Paul Draper and 
A.B. William Rutter. The group Is managed by Comm. Yeo Frank Farmer (not in the picture) 


ADMIRALTY 

CONSTABULARY 

Vacancies for Constables exist in the Admiralty Constabulary. 
Initial appointment will be on temporary basis with prospects 
of permanent and pensionable service. Commencing pay of 
entrants is £585 a year, Increasing by nine annual increments 
to £820. After 17 years’ service a special increment of £30 
is awarded making a final total of £850 a year. Uniform 
and boots are provided. There are good prospects of 

E romotion. Candidates must be of exemplary character, 
etween 21 and 48 years of age, at least 5' 7' In height (bare 
feet) and of British Nationality. Prior to appointment they 
will be required to pass a medical examination and an educa¬ 
tional test (unless holding a Service Certificate of Education). 
Educational tests are held twice a quarter in Portsmouth, 
Dcvonportand Rosythiand at Londonderry, Northern Ireland. 

Further information and application forms can be obtained from 

The Chief Constable 
Admiralty Constabulary, Admiralty 
Empress State Buildings, London, S.W.6 

Serving naval personnel should make application through their 
Commanding Officer 


DIANA RETURNS 
IN MAY 

H aii DIANA (Cdr. H. J. Startin, 
R.N.) sailed for the Far East 
Station on June 4, 1963, with the 29tb 
Escort Squadron. The year on the 
station did not start too well, owing to 
an unfortunate run of machinery de¬ 
fects. However, as soon as these were 
put right Diana was once again taking 
her part in the activities of the Fleet. 

She has done her turn of duty on 
anti-piracy patrol in North Borneo, ex¬ 
ercises with Ark Royal and Victorious; 
saved the life of a badly injured Nor¬ 
wegian by taking him off the disabled 
tankir to which he belonged; and built 
up an enviable reputation for the ship's 
soccer and hockey teams. 

The ship's own rhythm group. "The 
Escorts." have made a considerable 
name for themselves. Their first big. 
success was at a smoking concert at 
sea in Ark Royal, where they were re¬ 
ceived with great enthusiasm. Since 
then, they have been in constant de¬ 
mand and have developed into an ex¬ 
tremely professional group. They have 
had regular engagements in night spots 
n Hong Kong and Singapore, and 
made several radio recordings. 

Diana expects to be home in May 
to recommission again for the Far East 
Station. 

H.M. Submarine Cachalot visits 
Southampton from March 27 to 30. 


BRANCH 

MANAGERS 

for OFF-LICENCE SHOPS. Pension, accommo¬ 
dation, commission & good salary. Training 
& E.V.T. Course given. 

APPLY TO: 

21 LIME STREET, LONDON, E.C.3 


Classified Advertisements ... 


How can I save! 


Of course I try to. But my pay’s not enough to 
save anything. 

That’s what I thought when I was your age 
until someone showed me the Progressive 
Savings Scheme. I only had to pnt aside £3 
a month by Naval allotment but when I leave 
the Service next year I can collect £855. 

Sounds too good to be true. Where's the catch P 


No catch. And if I had died at any time my 
wife would have received the whole £855 
immediately. You see, it’s a Savings 
Scheme and Life Insurance rolled into one. 

Supposing"you hadn’t signed on for 22 years’ 
service ? 

When I had done my nine years, as I had 
paid premiums for 7 years, I could have 
drawn £234 to help set me up in Civvy 
Street. Now, after 22 years’ service, I shall 
have the option of taking the 
£855, or if I don’t need the 
cash immediately, a pension 
of £172* a year when I retire ( 
from civilian work at 65. PRO 

-Fa> nlm ik IIUIJU lb ram 3 fill • I 


PROVIDENT 

LIFE 


Which will you take ? 

I’m’going for the pension. I’m all lined 
up for a job already, and with an extra 
pension to look forward to when I retire 
and the wife provided for if anything 
happened to me—well, it’s the kind of 
security we all want. 

How do you set about all this ? 

That’s easy. Ask the Provi- 
| ••••-*—. dent Life for details of the 
T’TV’T I Progressive Savings Scheme. 


ASSOCIATION OF LONDON 
’llMITIO • founds* 1077 


— —Send this coupon to 246 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2 -■ 
^ Please tend me details of the Progressive Savings Scheme 


I w.k. Rating or Rank. Age next birthday 
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sieves 


Sonic of the men from IL.US. Kent who enjoyed Ihc exhilarating joys of ski-mg in Norway 


A home 
in mind? 


When you're back in civvy lifo you will bo glad j^u look advantage of tho 
Save while you Servo" plan. 

8 o n »>blo saving now with tho Wcstbourno Park Building 
Society could add up to a doposit on a home of your own and will help you to get 
priority for your mortgage when tho time comes. 

Saving on Deposit Accounts have been especially designed for this nm. 
pose and at present yield 41 Income Tax paid by tho Society. Alternatively you 
can open a Share Investment account and earn interest at 31;; Income Tax paid. 

Ask your Paymaster now for full details of tho scheme and send 
now for a copy of tho Wcstbourno Park Building Society brochure. 

WESTBOURNE PARK 

I M,\ I BUILDING society 

Member of the Building Societies Association 
Chief Office: Wcstbourno Grove. London W.2. 

llronrh Offfrtt: Ashford (Kent). Iloumrinoutli. Croydon. Ka.tbmimc. Luton Newton tl.boi 
tlwcotmiVy 1 ' A,l “ n *' Southampton. SouliiMid, Woodford, Worthing. .V agencies throughout 

Assets exceed £-18,000,000 Reserves excccil £3,000,000 

Shares and Deposits in this Society are Trustee Investments 


SEA-GOING SKUNK 

(Continued from pace 12, column S) 
chance like that). Alphonse and his 
owner joined H.M.S. Sainlcs. 

There were problems of course- 
feeding him. sleeping, house-training 
and the like—bin with kindness (and 
sailors arc all kindly folk), firmness 
and ingenuity, the problems were over¬ 
come and the men of Saintcs could 
rightly claim that no other ship had a 
mascot like Alphonse. 

When it was time for Lieut. Gunn 
(and Alphonse) to leave Saintcs. the 
two "joined" H.M.S. Mercury. There 
Alphonse managed to escape. When re¬ 
covered he looked so well that it was 
obvious he was capable of looking 
after himself in the wilds. Every now 
and again, though, he "would stand on 
his hind legs and look through Ihc wire 
into ihc wood, then come to me with 
a message in his eyes that 1 didn't want 
to read." 

The look was more than his owner 
could stand, and as Alphonse had 
proved that he could cope with the 
dangers of the countryside, Lieut. 
Gunn decided to free him. 

Although Alphonse <The Story of a 
Seafaring Skunk). David Gunn (Peter 
Davies. 21s.), is mainly, and rightly, 
about ihc unusual pel. the author has 
written a first-class description of life 
in a destroyer in ihc Mediterranean as 
well. 

H.M.S. Hampshire (Cap!. R. White. 
R.N.), sails for the Far East from 
Portsmouth on March 5. 

H.M.S. Leopard (Cdr. T. H. P. 
Wilson. R.N.) left Portland on Feb¬ 
ruary 26 for the Far East. 


Tailors anil Outfitters to the Royal Navy 

22 The Hard, PORTSMOUTH Telephone 2I3SI/3 
27 Old Bond St.. LONDON. W.l Tel HYDe Park 2276/9 

Edlnburth' Plymouth ■ Chatham • Weymouth ' t ire,pool ■ Hath ■ Soullumnton 
Harrow Dartmouth * C ran+ell • Cumber Icy ‘ Him hater • Drockenhunt 
Londonderry . Gibraltar • Malta 


0 


EN 


1’iintcJ anj PubtiOwd far anj on behalf of ihc S.vr Niws Committee b> Gale A Pol Jen LimitcJ. Alj«,-ot. 


Kent skiers spend night in snow- 
holes and go 36 hours without food 


BROKEN LEG HAD 
COMPENSATIONS 

A VISIT to North Norwegian waters during the early part of February in 
order to carry out Arctic trials for Ihc class, afforded the men of H.M.S. 
Kent the opportunity to find out about ski-ing and applied sports in ideal 
surroundings. 

Accordingly, "hardening-up" exer- roughly equivalent to the Royal 
ewes were put in hand on the flight Marines, in the art and science of sur- 
dcck and. during weapon trials in the viving in cold weather. During the 10 
Moray Firth, a small band of dc- days they were away front the ship, 
voices was sent into the Cairngorms the team were taught the basic 
on a preliminary sortie, mainly to try principles of ski-ing over all types of 
out the equipment. Unfortunately country, from mountains and frozen 
there was no snow in Scotland at the lakes to forests, where trees were an 
time, but the members of the party ever-present hazard. Some of the 
were able to learn all about living out rougher country produced ski jumps 
in the open at sub-zero temperatures, of no mean distance, albeit involun- 
Towards the end of their week's ex- tary ones, which always ended up with 
pcdition the commander paid them a spectacular crash landings, 
flying visit, literally, in the ship’s hcli- After some preliminary instruction 
copter, to bring them mail and liquid the team set off with two Wcazcls 
refreshment. (snow-going (racked vehicles) to make 

there was p enty of snow when the a trek across country. The loss of a 
ship secured alongside the main jetty track caused the party to lose contact 
at Iromso. and within a few hours a with the Wcazcls on the first evening 
team of 10. led by Lieut. George out. and the night was spent in 
Wells, of Purbrook. took passage in hurriedly constructed snow holes. 
V' c e fJ as *?' steamer to Harstad. sonic Altogether on that occasion they were 
75 miles from I romso. without food for 36 hours before they 

CRASH LANDINGS ^ a r ? ab,e 10 link “P wi,h ,hc vchiclcs 

There they were to be instructed Having survived that ordeal it was 
by the Norwegian Coastal Artillery, arranged that on the last day they 


would all enter for a five-mile cross¬ 
country race. This was covered in 45 
minutes, as compared with one hour 
for two miles of the same course a 
week before. The winner was A.B. 
Dick Crawford, of Farnham. The fact 
that such a rugged course could be 
covered in that time, was a tribute to 
the efforts of the Norwegian instruc¬ 
tors and the determination of the men 
of Kent. The team returned on board 
superbly fit and very proud of their 
survival diplomas. 

ILLUMINATED SKI RUN 

Meanwhile, in Tromso. parties of up 
to 40 strong were going off to the 
local nursery slopes every day to pick 
up the rudiments of ski-ing. once again 
with the help of the friendly Nor¬ 
wegians, who sent some of their in¬ 
structors to help and also provided 
much of the equipment. The ski-ing 
was based on a wooden hut some three 
miles from Tromso itself, which was 
owned by a teetotal society: it was 
nevertheless very comfortable. Once 
the news about the British ski-ing 
sailors hit the local papers, visitors 
were plentiful, especially in the even¬ 
ings when the ski run was illuminated. 

The ship was away from Tromso 
for part of the trials, and it proved 
possible to leave behind Lieut. David 
Bcresford-Grccn. from Haslemerc. and 
22 sailors, who lived for nearly a week 
in the same hut. They cooked their 


own food and skied from dawn (9.30 
a.m.) until dusk (3.30 p.m.) and then 
far info the night, exhilarated by the 
crisp, keen mountain air and the ex¬ 
hortations of the local populace. 

This party had only one real prob¬ 
lem: how to deal with the multitude 
of children who came daily to borrow 
the ship's sledges, great cargo-carry¬ 
ing monsters which were capable of 
frightening bursts of speed down a 
mountain track. 

AN UNLUCKY)?) BREAK 

Near the end of their stay Junior 
Seaman Dick Smart, of Crawley, had 
the misfortune to break his leg in soft 
snow. However, when next sighted in 
Tromso Hospital surrounded by 
doting nurses who had not had an 
English patient for years, one won¬ 
dered whether he really was hard 
done by. 

Eventually the trials were concluded 
and Kent steamed away leaving be¬ 
hind the glorious, snow-clad moun¬ 
tains. many Norwegian friends and. 
for the skiers, an experience for which 
most have to pay a fortune. It is not 
altogether a coincidence that the cap¬ 
tain of H.M.S. Kent is also chairman 
of the Royal Nasal Ski and Moun¬ 
taineering Club. 


_ March, 1964 

NAVY TEAM’S 
IMPROVEMENT 

P LAYING as a well-skilled, com¬ 
petent and industrious side, the 
Royal Navy Association Football 
team drew, 2 goals each, with the Essex 
County Football Association at Wal¬ 
thamstow on February 18. 

Kicking off at 7.30 p.m., under quite 
good lighting, but before a very 
meagre attendance, the Royal Navy 
had quite 75 per cent of the play, and 
were pressing the skilful and ex¬ 
perienced Essex team for long periods. 

It was delightful to sec the Navy 
full of confidence, really taking com¬ 
mand of the mid-field play and being, 
at most times, dangerous. The centre- 
forward position, a problem for some 
time, seems to have resolved itself, 
and the inclusion of P.O. Shelton, of 
Collingwood, brought about a general 
all-round improvement. Ferguson, of 
Mercury, scored both Navy goals. If 
only the Navy players would work the 
ball into the area, shoot more often 
and ouickcr, they would then be a well 
blended, forceful and winning team. 

The same team has been selected to 
represent the Royal Navy versus the 
Royal Air Force at Portsmouth on 
March 4, and if the Navy continue to 
dominate as the team did against 
Essex, it should win the first of the 
Inter-Service Tournament games. 

Team.—P.O. Spil.bury (Sultan): A.It. Gray 
< Bellerophon). R.l-.A. Godwin (captain) (Ariel): 
(’.P.O. Coate* (Victory). L.Sea. Wilkinum 
(Mercury). I..REM. Brown (Collin* wood); 
R V Metcalfe (Mercury). P.O. Topliw (St. Vin¬ 
cent). P.O. IX Shelton <C«)limw*.*«d>. I..R E.M. 
GoSdm* (lk»-.tomt>c Down). R.O. iertuwxt 
(Mercury). 
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